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A  STRICTURE  ON  ^ 

*<THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  HUMAJY  NATURE 
BY  JOSEPH  B UCHANAN’^ 

No.  I. 

THE  highly  encomiastic  and  flattering  things 
which  have  been  said  of  this  gentleman  in  tlie  news¬ 
papers,  no  less  than  the  part  which  he  seems  des¬ 
tined  to  act  in  promoting  a  new  system  pf  ed¬ 
ucation  in  our  country,  naturally  incites  the  at¬ 
tention  of  every  thinking  pereon  to  his  late  pro¬ 
duction,  entitled,  Thb  Philosophy  of  Humah 
Nature — work  which,  otherwise,  might  have 
slumbered  in  merited  obscurity.  The  title  is  impo¬ 
sing,  promises  much,  and  may'be  expected  to 
afford  answers  to  certmn  questions  which  are  now 
put  .with 'some  anxiety;  *^who  is  this  that  proposes 
to  conduct  the  Kentucky  youth?*' 

Inter  eylvaa  aeadeini  querere  verum.* 

<^In  quest  of  truth  ’midst  academic  groves." 

What  are  his  talents?  What  his  literature?  What  hit 
opinions?  On  these,  and  ^1  such  inquiries,  his  book 
must  give  the  .best  and  most  certain  information. 
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Let  us  open  it,  then,  for'^^a  few  minuteS],  ami  exam- 

^  ■» 

inc  its.  contents. 

•The  very  attempt  of  the  author  excites  some  sur¬ 
prise.  Ta  write  at  all,  at  so,  green  an  age,  and  on 
-  so  profound  a  science,  excites  admiration:  but  to 
become  the  advocate  of  doctrines,  in  support  of 
which  talents  greatly  superior  had  foundered,  dis¬ 
covers  a  spirit  of  adventure  still  more  astonishing. 

The  manner  of  the  author  next  arrests  attention., 

/  *  ■* 

After  the  very  candid  confessions,  offered  by  the 
writer  in  the  preface,  respecting  his  style,  generosi¬ 
ty  would  seem  almost  to  say,  that  criticism  ought 
'  to  pause,  or  stand  disarmed.  And  yet,  when  the 
chair  of  philosophy  and  public  instruction  is  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  assumed;  when  doctrines  deemed  dangerous 
and  corruptive  are  to  derive  support  and  diffusion 
*  from  the  estimation  in  which  this  gentleman^s^qualifi.- 
ficationsarc  held,  and  from  the  celebrity  wIuGh*  sur¬ 
rounds  his  reputation,  as  an  author,  it  is  believed  that 
the  frceest  scrutiny  cannot  be  deeded  either  Aijin<?ces. 
sary  or  illiberal.  To  say  nothing  of  the  obscurity,  and 
•want  of  philosophical  precision,  which  so  character¬ 
istically  mark  the  author’s  manner  of  expressing  his- 
tdeas,  in  many  passages  of  this  production,  there  is 
manifestly  a  want  of  selcctipn,  an  unfitness  of  dic¬ 
tion,  which  betrays  a  deficiency  of  literature,  but  little 
honourable  to  the  professor^s  chair,  dr  the  title  of 
philosopher.  Some  examples  of  this  sort  will  be 
expect»jd;‘  and  they  are  not  didicult  of  selectipp. 
From  tiie  first  chapter,  take  the  following:  on.c 

[[opinion]  it  is  aSirmed—rjlnht  th^  other  contends^ 
certain  operations,  feeling,  thought,  volition,  trans* 
ixirin^  in  miud  firoximately  dijfcrent 


107 


Buchanan^ s  jPMiolfophy. 

from  matter— th'ftt  depcndancc)  and  the  total  w^t  of 
intellectual  power,  iSf  Wiore  directly  prp'veTfi— intel¬ 
lectual  traheactiona  originate  in  the  activity  of  tft« 
brain — if  it  be  ftroven — -the  fihyaical  trufteactiona  tf 
the  brain  discovered  by  the  ienscS— If  ctmsCiousneSB 
be  a  distinct  action  of  the  rtihid  by  Which  it  appre* 
hends  its  own  transactions — the  laws  which  regu¬ 
late  mental  tfitnsactictna-^it  appears  to  me  satisjitc- 
torxlg  firbvejiy  that  the  physical  transactions  are  all 
that  jeally  cxist/’^  . 

These,  and  such  like  phrases,  need  to  be  stated 
only,  to  evinee  a  want  of  taste,  and  even  of  literary 
acquirement,  in  the  author*  -  ' 

The  rhattef  of  the  work,  however,  concerns  the 
public  still  more  deeply,  and  to  this  the  present  pa¬ 
per  shall  be  principally  devoted.  The  author  intro¬ 
duces  the  subject  of  his  Introductory  Disquisition  in 
the  following  mariner:  On  the  nature  of  mind,  phi¬ 
losophers  have  formed  but  tv/o  opinions;  nor  does 
the  subject  seem  to  furnish  us  the  sinaliest  grounds 
on  which  we  could  erect  another.  By  one  it  is  af- 
firmed^  that  the  human  mind  is  an  ladependcnt  spi- 
.ritual  existence,  mysteriously' connected  wHth  the. 
human  body:  Whilst  the  other  ctntends^  it^is  merely 
an  organic  state  of  matte, r  such  as  constitutCB  the  hu¬ 
man  brain.**  p.  3.  The  author  must  be  very  imperfect¬ 
ly  read  in  the  history  cf  philosophy,  tp  assert  that  but* 
two  opinions  have  been  formed  by  philosophers  on  the 
Mature  of  mind.-  Nothing.  Is  better  und-rratood,  than 
that  extremely  various  and  contu^iictory  notions 
have  been  indulged  on  this  subj^t.  Neither  is  it  thft 
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fact,  as  far  as  I  knowi  that  philosophers  fever  enter¬ 
tained  the  opinion  first  stated.  '  A  great,  and  truly 
illustrious  majority  of  them,  have  indeed  believed,' 
that  t/te  human  soul  is  a  tubatance  in  itself,  actually 
distinct  and  se/iarable  from  the  body,  yet,  in  the 
fireaint  state,  intimately  united  noith  it:  but  none  of 
thenik,  as  it  occurs  to  me,  ever  adopted  the  profane 
notion,  tliat  the  human  mind  is  “an  indefiendent  spi¬ 
ritual' existence.”  With  respect  tp  the  last  opin¬ 
ion,  I  am  disposed  to  think  tliat  no  fihiloaofiher,  ok 
least  before  the  author,  ever  avowed  it..  Let,  us 
pauge  to  examine  it.  The  definition  given  of 
mind,  in  this  passage^  is  worthy  of  regenerative  ft  hi- 
losofihy.  Its  comprehension  embraces,  and  endues 
.with  iatclligence,  all  organized  existence,  from  man 
down  to  tlie  humblest  moss.  ^Mind  is  merely  an  or» 
gallic  state  of  matter^  stick  as  constitutes  the  human 
brain  If  mind  be  merely  an  organize  state  of  mat* 
ter^  then  the  foetus  in  utcro^  the  infant,  the  idiot,  the 
maniac,  can  cert-iinly  have  mind,  inasmuch  as  they 
all  possess  the  organic  state  of  matter:  nay,  more, 
such  organic  state  of  it  as  constitutes  the  human 
brain:  for  they  all  have  brains,  and  human  brains,  as-V 
well  as  the  philosopher.  There  )s  something  sin* 
gularly  curious  in  defining  mind  a  mere  organic 
state  of  matter.  State  implies  the  contrary  of  change, 
and,  in  that  case,  there  never  can  be  mind  at  all; 
since  tfie re  can  be  no  such  thing  as  organic  struc* 
ture,  wiil'ACsit  change.  Or,  if  the  word  be  intended 
to  convey  the  idea  of  mere  organic  modification, 
without  reference  to  change  or  motion,  then  a  dead 
man,  previous  to  a  dissolution  of  the  body,  can  have 
mind,  as  well  as  a  llring  pno.  But,  constructed  as 


V 


Btichanan^sPhibsophyl  109 


the  definition  is,  the/  word  »uch,  in  the  last  member 
of  it,  has  an  ambiguous  reference,  as  it  may  refot 
cither  to  orga/tic  atate^  or  to  matter.  If  it  refers  to 
the  firai^  then  the  ourang-outang,  the  ape,  the  ele- 
.phant#  the  hog,  and  other  animals,  may  have  mind; 
•ojrf,  for  aught  appears  to  the  contrary,  become  phi¬ 
losophers;  for  they  all  have  the  or^anfe  atate  of  mat¬ 
ter  in  the  cranium  which  is  like  in  kind  to  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  human  brain.  If  its  reference  be  to 
mattery  which  the  structure  of  the  sentence ,  most 
naturdly  infers,  it  immediately  follows,  that  not  only 
every,  brganized  creature,  from  man  down  to  a  grub 
or  a  plant,  but  every  organic  slib-divi^ion  of  such 
creature,  as  the  heart,  the  lungs,  the  stornach,  the 
liver,  the  lactea!s,the  intestines,  &c.  may  be  a  rnind^ 
as  well  a.:  the  brain;  for  one  and  all  of  these  are*or- 
ganized  out  of  matter  of  the  like  or  the  adm^  kind 
with  that  of  the  human  brain.  This  definition,  it 
must  be  allowed,  is  wonderfully  philosophic  and  re¬ 
generating!  This  is  not  all— the  author  appears  to 
hold  no  consistent  course  in  sneaking  of  iriind;  one 
While  representing  it  as  ‘‘an  unknown  substratum,*' 
Or  “connective  medium,"  then  “an  organic  state  of 
matter;"  then  as  “a  peculiar  combination  of  material 
ielcments,  capable  of  displaying  the  attributes  of  in¬ 
tellect;"  again,  as  being  “the  attribute  of  matter;" 
and  yet  something  “proximately  different  from  mat¬ 
ter."  Now,  how  it  can  be  an  unknown  aubatratunty 
or  connective  medium^  an  organic  atate  q/*  matter^  a 
ficculiar  combination  of  material  elemental  an  attribute 
6f  matter y  and  a  aomewhat prbximately  different  from 
the  eierheriti  of  mattery  all  at  the  saine  time,  would 
require  regenerate  optics  to  discerti. 

Vo>.  II.  E  2  . 
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The  author  acknowIedgesjtliat^Hhe  gci^cfality 
men. have  assented  to  the  doctrh^e  of  spirituality, 
with  the  firmest  assurance/*  This  is  an  important 
concession,  and.  his  attempt  to  account  feir  the  ftxt,  h 
utterly  unsatisfactory.  That  there  is  such  a  thing  in 
man  as  an  immaterial,  reasoning,  and  imperishable 
bence,  called*  spirit,  ha^  indeed,  long,  and  almost  uni¬ 
versally,  been  ma^er  of  belief  with  our  species:but  tkc 
existence  of  such  belief  is  not  to  be  accounted  for,  ei¬ 
ther  from  human  pride,  ignorance  cf  fact,  or  any  pre¬ 
pension  of  human  kind  to  admit  mysteries  and  absurdi¬ 
ties.*  Nor  is  it  possible  to  account  for  the  idea  of  Spirit^ 
on  any  position  of  a  vain  philosophy.  It  is  a  point 
settled  universal  experience,  and 'even  admitted 
by  a  celebrated  materialist,  that^thc  human  mind  is 
not  possessed  of  any  thing  like  .a  feig/jng,  View¬ 
er,  or  creative,  faculty.  It  ^wants.;  the  power  of 
Originating  a  new  thought  or  idea,  which  did  not  ex¬ 
ist  before,  or  which  has  no  prototype;  and  can  only 
compound  or  divide  those  ideas  which  are  already 
possessed.  .  It  can  form  an  idea  of  a  monster,  such 
as  the  .poet*s  Caliban,  a  Centaur,  or  a  Griffin;  it  can 
conceive  of  a  chimera,  a  golden  mountain,  or  a  sea 
of  lire;  yet  all  these  ideas  or  conceptions  are- not 
original^  but  compounded  of  ideas  already  existing 
in  the  mind.  The  mind  of  man,  Uke 

“The  poet’s  eye,  ini  a'fine  frenzy  rolling, 
“Doth  glance  from  heav’n  to  earth,  from  earth  to 
“heaven,”  i’ 

'  •  I 

%  ^  ^ 

forms  ideas  of  things,  and  afterwards  compounds  or 
diversifies  those  ideas  in  a  thousand  difi-erent  forms; 
yet  it  is  as  much  incapable  of  fcicnine  what  does 
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not  exist  in  nature,  as  it  is  of  creating  something 
out  of  nothing.  Now  the  idea  of  Spirit  has  no  ar¬ 
chetype  or  exemplar  in  nature;  it  is  not  compounded 
oiV  or  modified  from,  ideas  which  had  \)een  produ¬ 
ced  by  things  existing  in  -iiature,  and  which  were 
already  present  in  the  mind:  consequeiitly,  the  hu- 
nian  intellect  never  feigned,  never  created  it.  Bitt 
this  idea  is  confessedly  possessed  by  niankiiicl  in 
general;  it  enters  alike  into  the  creed  of  the  pea¬ 
sant,  and  the  philosoplier;  of  savage,  and  civ¬ 
ilized  nations;  and  never  has  been  denied  by  any 
sects,  except  the  grossly  speculative,  and  grossly 
infidei,  such  as  the  Sadducees  and  Epicureans  of 
ancient,  and  the  f  lluminees  of  modern  times.  How, 
then,  shall  the  fact  of  its  prevalence  be  accounted 
for?  Plainly* on  the.  principle  of  preternatural  revela¬ 
tion;  for  in  no  other  way  could  it  have  happened.  And 
this  is  just  what  the  oldest  and  best  history  in  the  world 
declares  concerning  it.  ^‘And  the  Lord  Gojl  formed 
.  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into  hjs 
nostrils  the  breath  of  life  [Heb.  hiim  livesy^  and  man 
became  a  living  soul.**  Geh.  2^7.  The  doctrine  of  this 
ancient  record  is,  that  man  is  a  compound  being, 
constituted  of  soul  and  body,  distinctly  and  separate¬ 
ly  created.  His  body  was  organized  from  the  earth, 
or  dust j  as^the  original  word  o/iar  implies,  and  con¬ 
sequently  was  decomposable  and  perishable.  But 
^  the  spirit  of  animation,  or  power  of  life,  which  gave 
motion  to  tjie  body,  no  less  than  the  soul,  or  ra¬ 
tional  spirit,  was  immediately  infused  by  the  Deity. 
And  God  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of 
.lives;  viz.  the  animal  and  intellectual. 


A  Stticture  on 


matter,  in  opposition  to  its  capacity  lor  intellectual 
•epcrations,  the  v/ritcr  rs  pleased  to  cansKler  as  the 
result  cf  that  and  detractive  opinion  which 

the  uninqidiitive  are  ever  ready  to  entertain  coticeru- 
•ing  matter/^  p.  4.  To  believe,  or  attempt  to  prove 
-that  matter  is  fierjectly  mactive^  and  incapable  of 
■.motion,  much  less  of  thought,  is,  to  be  sure,  a  spe¬ 
cies  of  detractian  which  the  world  Ivere  by  tio  iti4?an)i 

•  r 

prepared  to  anticipate:  ^'yet  I  have  soiiire  atfdb’t 
.whether  this  libtl  oti  inutier  can  bfe  attended  ivith  a 
jpaitt  more  aggravated  thaii  that  of  «A*afging  those  who 
have  so  believed.  and'actCd^ttlth being  uninquisiiive. 
Let  this  writer  ask  hiihsetf  Wh'ethe'r  Locke,  Clarke, 
Newton, ,  MeLaurin,  D’Lnc,  alid  Condillac, 
have  delivered  the  'def'factivfi  dhctrlne  in  qde'stioh, 
^serve  to  fall  under  the  imputation  of  tiniftg'uikir 
iivehesa?  The  author  has  nb  difficulty  in  believing, 
On  the.  ground  of  Dr;  Davy's  experiliients  on  elec¬ 
tricity,  ..that  matter  possesses  “original  activity;" 
•nay,  “SPIRITUAL  ENERGIES— ^active  poVirers, 
ddequt^e  to  any  celerity  and  subtleness  of  action  in 
the  human  mind.”.p.  6.  But  still,  it  might  be  VVorth 
«f'hile  to  inquire  what,  or  whether  any  analogy  exists 
ijetweenthe  electric  enre,  and  hutoan  .tliought,  br 
eonsciousness.  I  must  confess,  I  ath  not  able  to 
discern  any  thing  like  it.  Thouglrt  has  neither  soU 
idity  nor  extension;  is  not  divisible,  has  no  power  V> 
destroy  the  life  of  animals;  can  neither  rend 

rocks,  rive  oaks,  nor  burn  gold;  and  yet  electricity  is 
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susceptible  of^  and  can  do  all  these  things.  And  just  as 
little  can  electrity  range  the  globe,  and  return  to  itself 
in  an  instant;  or  as  little  can  it  fly  to.the  heavens,  pur¬ 
sue  its  rapid  excursions  from  orb  to  ofb,  through 
myriads  of  Worlds,  and  then -In  a  moment  drop  back 
into  the  affairs  of  our  globe:  In  a  word,  there  is  no 
analogy  whatever  ^betwjeen  mind  and  matter,  in  any 
conceivable  form,  whether  of  gas,  the  electric  fluid,  cur 
any  thing  else;  nor  has  our  author  pretended  to  shew 
that  there,  is.  It  is  purely  and  solely  matter  of  be¬ 
lief,  not  of  proof,' with  him.  .  /  >  > 

Our  author,  after  .asserting  various  >  arguments 
in  proof  of  the  doctrine  that  mind  is  a  result 
of  organic  structure,  resorts  to  the  favourite  one  of 
materialists,  derived  from,  that  cessation  of  thought 
and  mental  operation,  which  supervenes  on  the  ap- 
plication  of  pressure,  or  other  injuiy  to  the  brain* 
•‘This  proves  to  me,’’  says  he,  ‘-that  there  is  no  spi¬ 
ritual  mind  in  man,  possessed  of  an  original  activity, 
able  to  feel  and  think  within  itself,  or  to  commence 
thought,  and  motion:  but  that  all  our  intellectuaJ 
transactions  originate  in  the  activity  of  the  brain%’* 
The  gentleman  is  certainly  not  remarkable  for  inr 
credulity,  when  a  fact  like  this  can  prove  so  much 
to  him."  How  docs  the  absence  of  thought,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of.  pressure  on  the  brain,  evince  the  want 

of  a  spiritual  mind  in  man,  capable  of  originating 

^  * 

thought  and  motion  in  itself?  All  it  proves,  or  can 
prove,  is  the  suspension  of  mental  operation  under 
these  particular  circumstances:  but  it  does  not  prove 
that  the  mind  cannot  exist  independently  of  the  body, 
or  that  it  cannot  think  and  act  after  it  has  been  dis¬ 
rupted  from  it  by  death.  The  gentleman’s  expeijjh 
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fhe-bi^tti'd6'At»t  reftch  qui^te  th^;length; 
afe  Y^ally  fubssfessed  diF  no  weight  in 
tKfe  aihgtllftodf}  iniicii  kSB  are  they .  calcniated- to 
^rove  that  the  brain,  by  its  own  afctivity,  originates 
dlibut^inehlal  o^ratibns.  For  how  can  the  brainy  a 
‘'^bstaiitC'e  which  is  compound,  divisible,  and  dis* 
^^rjitible,  eitfei^cis'e  the  8impIfe,'infhvisibIe  powdr  of 
'ChnsCibusness?  '  - 

'  V  It  Vould  be  ihipertinent,  hOiveVfec,  in  a  brief.  eB« 
■^y,  ■’to  offer,  any  thing,  like  a  rl^utation  Of  the 
authors  theory;  and,  indeed)  l  atn  ’  dispo'sed  .-to 
tihat  it,  at  ail  times,  very  much  in  ■thfe-Same  manner 
^i’fh  Dr.  Reid,  who  CbhsideVed  it  “o  ntifon  *t6o .  a®*- 
'\iutd  'tD  adM{\  nf  rehitning^'  and  has  Remarked  Veiy 
^hstiy  conceriiiog  it)  that  "there  is  indeed  nothing 
Triaore  ridiculous  than  to  imagine  that  ftny  motion  or 
dhOdifiCatlob  of  matter  should  produce  tKou'ghh*’^ 

■  But  this  is  riot  a  question  p'ending  between  a 
'Christian  ijivirie  arid  the  Epicrireari  Sophist) 
hiriee  persons  who  Have  been  vtry  far  £ri>in  being 
devotees  to  Christianity,  have  nevertlteless  abhorred 
the  idea  of  ascribihg’original  activity  to  matter,  in 
■fthy  respect,  much  less  iii  reference  to  thought  dr 
ic'ohscioUsness.  Lord  Kaim,  for  example,  who  is  in 
nb  danger  ‘Of  being  canoniaed,  supposes  that  the'  pub 
%'etsSn.^f  the  heart,  the  cirfculatioa  of  -  the  bieo'd,  the 
functioria  Of’the  stomach  in  digestion,  &c.  are  not  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  law3  bf  mechanism^  Kokich 
'tiYe  Jiir  front  being  adequate  to  such  ofierqtibnsy  irwt 
hy  ari  internttl  /tower,  bestowed  on  man  by  the  hand 
^the  Deity:  To  the  same  source  he  attributes  tbt 
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sense  d  Deity  in  the  human  mind,  power  of  per¬ 
ception,  the  reasoning  faculty,  taste,  conscience,  and 
other  intellectual  powers.  - 

Indeed,  every  person  that,  is  not  prepared  to  go 
t!ie  full  length  of  Atheism,  must  shudder  at  the  dog-* 
mas  advanced  in  The^Philosophy  of  Human  Nature, 
v/hich  go  to  exile  every  4hing  like  the  idea  .of  a 
God  and  a  future  state.  IMind,  according  to  this 
theory,  is  notluixg  more  than  "peculiar  combina¬ 
tion  of  material  elements,  capable  of  displaying  the 
attributes  of  intellect,  is  tlFe  attribute  of  mattar, 
combined  or  co-existing  with  certain  forms  of  tliat 
substance,  and  never  in  a  separate  state;’*  p.  8,  9, 
and,  of  course,  there  can  be  no  mind  in  the  universe 
but  such  as  consists  of  a  combination  of  material  elc- 
mentSy  none  that  is  or  can  be  se/iaratc  from  matter^ 
In  a  word,  there  is  no  spiritual  intelligent 

FIRST  CAUSE.  ThERE  IS  NO '  GoD— NO  FUTURE 

STATE  OF  EXISTENCE.  Matter^aionc  is  ‘‘a  distinct, 
independent,  indestructible  existence,**  possessing 
intrinsic  activitiesyfilastic^  nay,  more,  sfiiritual  en^ 
ergiesy  and  capable  of  operating  all  the  changes  wc 
witness' in  the  world;  hot  excepting  the  phenomena 
of  sensation,  thought,  and .  consciousness.  IVfatter, 
deathless,  omnific' matter,  is  this  plulosopher*s,(5<)d. 

Such  is  the  .monstrous,  doctrine  wliich  addrc.^es 
the  Kentucky  Public,  under  the  revered,  name  of 
Philosophy!  , 

Nay,  the  author^  would  . seem  to  impress, the  be¬ 
lief  that  this'pruedo-philosophy  is  a  recent,  discove¬ 
ry,  and  the  offspring  of  'modern. science.  But  it  is 
hoped  the  publick  will  not  allow  themselves  to .  be 
tricked  into  n  judgment  so.  entirely  erroneous 
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With  a  few  unimportant  variations,  it  is  exactly  the 
doctrine  tau,]fht  by  the  atheizing  philosophers  of  an¬ 
tiquity,  particularly  those  of  the  Stratonic  or  hylosoic 
schools,  w, ho  believed  matter  to  be  eternal  andimper~ 
UhablCf  and  to  be  possessed  of  a’  plastic  energy^  or 
all-J'ormmg  povier^  which  produced  all  the  changes 
for  which  our  author  contends.  So  that  philosophi¬ 
zing  in  th^  way,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than'^a- 
ganizing  downright — it  is  rejecting  the  sublime 
lights  of  Christian  wisdom,'^  and  Newtonian  philoso¬ 
phy,  and  pursuing  the  meteor  blaze  of  a  false  and 
atheistical  ^philosop^.  ^ 

PANT^NUS. 
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the  •zvord  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him^  Mayings 
ariae^  get  thee  to  Zare/ihathj  which  belorigeth  to 
ZidoHj  and  dwell  there:  behold^  I  have  commanded 

4  t  ^ 

*  c  widow  woman  there  to  sustain  thee:  so  he  aroscy 

- '  and  went  to  Zare/ihdth:  and  when  he  came  to  the 

gate  of  the  cityy  beholdy  the  widow  woman  was 

'  there  gathering  sticks;  and  he  called  to  her^  and 
'  '  *  . 

saidy  Fetch  mcy  I  firay  thecy  a  little  water  in  a 

vessely  that  I  may  drink.  And  as  she  was  going 

to  fetch  ity  he  called  to  hevy  and  saidy  Bring  mcy  I 

firay  theCy  a  morsel  of  bread  in  thine  handy  and  she 

'  saidy  As  the  Lord  thy  God  livethy  I  have  not  tt 

cakcy  but  an  handful  of  .meal  in  a  barrel^  and  alit^ 


oii  in  a  cruse:  and^  behold'l' I  ain  ga-thSrf^^  tttn 
^ticisy  that  1  may  go  in  find  'dreas  it-  far,  me  afti 
fny  scrUf  that  vtat/  tai  %t^  and  die.  ^^And  ElijtLh 

r  '  ■.  ■ 

9aid  unto  her^  Fear  not ;  ga  and  do  thou nmid^ 

but  make,  me  thereof  a  little  cake  Jira^^  and  bring 

it  unto  mt\  end  after  make  for  thee  and  for  tfi^ 

son:  For  thus  sclth  the  Lord  God  -of  Israel^  79re 
'  «« '  .  '  .  ■  *• 
barret  of  meul  shall  not  ^iaste^  neither  shall  the 

*  -  -  *  *  •  ^  .  *  *  ■  . 

cruse  of  oil  fail,^  until  the  day  that  the  Lord  Js^nd^ 
eth  rain  upon  the  earth.  And  she  uxenty  and  did 
according  to  the  saying  of  Elijah:  and  sfte^  and  fie^ 
and  her  housty  djld  eat  many  days*  And  the  bdr^ 
rel  of  meal  wasted  not  y  neither  did  the  cruse  ofoH 
faily  .according 'to  the  word  qf  the  Lb ROy  which 
he  'sfiake  byE-lijuHJ* .  \  Kings  xvii.  6—15;  .  ^  ^ 


The  changes  to*  which  all  men  in  -the  |>fescril 
state  are  liable  are  worthy  of  notice.  No  muni  ei¬ 
ther  good  or  badi  wise  or  foolish,  can^,  ti^hile  lie  is 

^  ^ 

below  the  sun,  with  any  propriety  say  lie  is  perma* 

*  t  »  *  . 

nently  fixed.  Every,  one  of  oiir  race  is  hereby  direct* 
ly  tauglit  that,  he  is  a  creature,  and  as  such  not  only 
depend^t  for  his  existence,  but  alfo,  fw  all  his 
comforts  on  the  great  creator.  Whatever  may 
the  sources.of  our  comfort,  they  are  only  brooks,  aiid 
when  the  God , of  heaven  and  earth-  gives  the  word 
to  withhold  the  rain  and-  the  dew  of  heaven,,  they 
fail;  .  ~ 

The  children  of  the  covenant  have,  however,  in 
these  chwges  the  advaxitage  of  the  men '  of  'the 
World.  Their  God  j  the  ultimate  source' of  all  their 
conrfort  and  support,  never  fails.  HB  purpose  and  his 
promise  are  alw  like  -himself,  the  saSb^  ye&terd&y 
Vet,  II,  I,  •  /  , 
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to  day,  and  forever.  Tlie  ^)r<wk  Cherltk^  at  wWch 
the  prophet  draiflc,  dries,  up— the  ravens,  who  for 
months  had  regularly  supplied  him  with  bread 
and  fleith,  are  directed  ,  to  ^  sus{>end  their  .ser¬ 
vices _ but  all  these  things  take  plScc  only  becayse 

the  divine  care  and  goodnoes  are  to  be  maiu&sted 
Sn  another  manner.  '  ' 

Sovereignty,  as  well -as  goodness,  is  here  agaia 
.displayed. .  There  were  many  widows  m  Judah  ai>d 
-Israel  who  would  have  rejoiced  much  in  .  receiving 
the  prophet,  (Luke  iv.  23—2^.)  but  to  none  of  them 
was  he  sent.  He  was  sent  to  Zarephath,  a  Gentile 
city,  not  to  JerusalcnT the  holy  city.  He  is.  sent  to 
be  supported  by  a  widow  woman,  herself  an  object 
of  charity,  not  by  any  of  the  rich  merchants  of  the 
place;  all  things  considered,  this  '  widow  woman 
was  as  unlikely  to  support  the'  prophet  as  ..the  ra- 
yens  were.  .  _ 

The  power  and  the<  riches  of  divine,  grac* 
here  triumph.  Baal,  the  God  of  the,  .Zi.dons,'had 
got  visible  possession  of  the  land  of  Israel,  and  the 
hearts  of  the  descendants  of  .the  father  of  the  faith¬ 
ful.  Jehovah's  prophet  is  driven  from  JcKovah’sJand. 
And  where  does  he  find  a  refuge?  In  the  native  coun- 
try.  of  the  usurper.  And  while  the  new  god’s  divinity 
is  put  to  the  proof,  to  give  rain  to  his  new  subjects, 
the  God  of  Israel  arrests  from  his  possession  the  heart 
of  one  of  his  former  worshippers.  It  sometijmes 
happens' that  the  children  of  the  kingdom  - are  cast 
out,  and  publicws  and  harlots  admitted  into  tjieir 
place.  Professors,  the  cMldren  of  be%ving  parents, 
spurn  at  God’s  ordin^ces,  pmy  him  to  depart  from 
^eir  coast— ^d  Urc  openly  profane,  the  children  of 
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.outcasts,  are  blessed  with  what  was  considered’  by 
the  children  of  the  covenant  a  burden.  Who  does 
not  Me,  also, '  in  tlie  story  before  us,  -intimations 
.of  the  purposes  of  grace  towards  the  Gentiles.  We 
have  here  the  firftt  frdits  of  an  abundant  harvest. 

,  “Lift" up  thine  eyes  round  about,  and’scei  all  they 
gather  themselves  to^^her,  they  come  to  thee:  thy 
sons  shall  come  fi'om-  far,  and  thy  daughters  shall  be 
nursed  at  thy  side.  Then  tliou  shall'  see,  and  flow 
together,  arid  thine'  heart  shall  fear,  and  be  enlar- 
ged;becau3e  the  abundance  of  the  sea  shall  be  convert¬ 
ed  unto  thee,  the  forces  of  the  Gentiles  shall  come  unto 
thee.  -  The  multitude  of  camels  shall  coverthee, the 
drotnedaries  of  Midiairi  and  Ephahytcll  they  from  Sheba 
shall  come-"-.they  shall  brin^  gold  and  iriceYise;  and 
they  shall  shew  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lonn.  Alf 
the  flocks  of  Kedar  shaU  be’ gathered  together  ynt'o 
thee;  the  rams,  of  -Nebaioth  shall  minister  unto 
thee,  they  shall  cbtnc  up  with  acceptance  on  mine 
altar^  mid  I  will  gforify  the  house  of  my  glory,. 
Who  are  these  that  fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as  'thc  doves 
to  their  windows?  Surdly  the  isles  shall  wait  for  rile, 
and  the  ships  of  Tarshish'  flrst,  to  bring  thy  sons 
from  far  j.  their  silverand  their  gold  ^idth  them,  unto 
the  name  of  the  Loa]>^thy  Godi  and  to  the  Holy  One 
of  Isra^y^  becausd  he  hath  glorified  thee.”  Isa.  ix. 

.  Elijah  having  received  the  commalid,  as  on  all 
ether  eases^  readily  obeyed.  After  what  had' been 
ex'j^fienced.  at  the  brook  Cherith,  there  could  be  no 
dimbt  about  what  woujd  be  provided  for  him  in  the 
coasts  of  Zidon.  Having  arrived  at  the  streets  of  the 
■  city»  or  village,  that  providence  which  superintemU 
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and  controls  all  our  actions^  so  ordered  it,  that  the 
woman  to.  whom  he  was  sent  was  among^  the  firsts 
if  not  the  very  first  object,  which  arrested  his  atten^ 
tijKi-  Elijali  moved  every  step  of  his  jpurnejr  a  free 
agent.  The  widow,  in  leaving  her  house  to  visit 
the  sniburbs,  also  acted  without  any,  external  con¬ 
trol — yet/the  most  ^exact  mi^inery  could  net  have 
made  the  two  objects  me^^ore  exactly.  .  Thou 
hast  beset  me  before  and  behind,  and  laid  thine  hand 
upon  me.  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderfut-,  for 
me^  k-is  high,  I  ca^uiot  attain  Untqh.  „  , 

A  more  needy  object  than  this  widow  ean  scarce* 
ly  Ijc  conceived.  ^  The  fact. here  etated  brings  into 
'  view,  at  once  the  distress  of  the  individual,- and  the 
general  calamity,  the  rstural  result  of  the  uncom> 
mon  drought.  She  had  no  husband  to  support  her, 
no  servant  .to.  wait  upon  her,  no  friend  to.  assist  her, 
no  store  from  which  she  could  buy,  no  'neighbour 
from  which  she  could  either, borrrow  .  or  heg, .  .She 
vras  picking  up  a  few  chips  to,  dress  her  last  morsel. 
If  such  was  the  cal^ity  on  the  coasts  -of  Zidon,. 
antong  a  commercial  people,  who,  when  crops^failed 
at  home,could  command  something  from  abroad;  what 
must  have  -  been  the  distress  in  .the  land  .of  Israel? 

%  *  '  '4 

Ohl  profane  rulers,  what  distress  have  you  brought 
upon  th.e  widow  and  the  fatherless?  .Ye  widows  .and 
orphans  of  the  present  day,  compare  youc  situatioa 
with  the  widow  of  Zarephath,  and  say  if  you  ha.ve 
any  just  cause  complaint — ony  just  cause  of  des¬ 
pair,  Leave  your  fatherless  children  .onc.^ine,  I  will 
preserve  them  olive,  and  let  your  widews  t^st  is . 


s 
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Though  in  the  deepest  distress, this  widow  appears 
amiable  beyond  description.  A  stranger  and  a, for- 
eignev  addresses  her,  and  . requests  a  little  water  m' 
a  vessel.  Water  was  a  scarce  article.  This  was  a  tra- 

f  ,1 

difig  place,  where  every  thing  and  every  service,  in 
better  times  than  these,  commanded  money, 
own  busiues  was  important  and  urgent.  She  her¬ 
self  was  emaciated  and  fatigued,  yet  not  an  objec¬ 
tion  is  offered.-  She  readily  leaves  her  own  work  td 
administer  to  the  necessities  of  a  stranger.  How  in-  - 
ferior  is  the  outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair, 
and  of  wearing  gold,  or  of  putting  on  apparel,  when 
compared  with  this  of  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart, 
^s  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  this  ornament  of 
a  meek  smd  quiet- spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  Ood- 
of  great  price.  ..The  most .  needy  will  -frequently, 
meet  with  others  more  needy  than  themselves.  The 
widow  .knew  where  water  was.  to,  be  gotten^the 
stranger,  likely,  did  not.. 

Her  cheerful  compliance  .only  -  encouraged  the 
^  stranger  to  make  another  demand.  As.  she  was  go¬ 
ing  to  fetch  the  water,  she  is  called  back,  and  request¬ 
ed  to  bring  also  in  her  hand  a  morsel  of  bread.'  To 
an  ordinary  nund  this  demand  would  hkve  been  suffi¬ 
cient  to  have  broken  off  all  farther  intercourse.  When 
the  situation  of  the  poor  woman  is  considered.  It  real¬ 
ly  appears  the  most  unreasonable  request  which 
could  have  been  presented.  What!  Expect  a  morr 
sel  of  bread  from  one  who  had  only  one  morsel,  and 
had  not  the  most  distant  expectation  of  another.  With 
an  ordinary  mind,  the  reply  would  have' been*— Be¬ 
gone,  impertinent  stranger,  and -seek  water  and  bread 
where  you  can  find  %  you  are  travelling,  and  have  r  . 

Vox.  ij.  X  3 
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•pcrson  .to-cAi^  Kor  but  .yourself;  you  itiay  .  find  sus- 
.  itenance.wbere  I  .can  find  none.  • 

/Tbe  omantenC  ef  a  •;iueefc-.aml  ,^uiet  spirit^  how- 
-oiiefy, still  .prevails.  .To  •  apparently  :*  ruiost :  unreal. 
,  y  ftonablereequost,  .-^fee  gi^esji  :€aln))-<andt  what  ismone, 
8,'pion^.  reply,  -tni the; aacrod- name  pfitheiLord  Cod 
4'ofil^ael,  she  tnakesja  fiull>»tatenieiitvof- her  .stock  of 
'provisions;  ,and  •  her  'prospects.  Slie  'had  -only,  an 
vhandful.of  .meal;' and. about /as  much /oil  >as  Avould 
-jdresa'-it.  .)^he  had  spared  :it'.aaih)ng  tais  she  .could.. 
■rShediadtuotithe  most  dtstantiprospeet/of  iseceiving 
.any  new- supply.  .‘She  was  -just'preparittg  (to.  >  dress 
.rjuad  .eat'her  last  meal;  and :theD  -calmiy  die  . down  and 
.die.,  -'KoriWas/she  to  die  .alone,  ddil.she  had/a  son;, 
•the  image  ;  of  this '•farther;''' the  frait.  ;af  snore  happy 
..'dayoyitmce-the  proud  of  ^ber  declihihg  years; 

'  •tlus  son'Was'to  eat  his  last' mea^and'hreatbe’his  last 
dor -more  (want;  'in 'the  lap  ‘df 'his  'motber.  'Under*- 
these  circumstances;:  whatewr  might'be  her  willing- 
'n;ess.to  relieve  the  svants-Ofa-stanger;  it  was  utterly 
intpossible.. 

'{Ffaeirequest  of 'the  .stranger  rises  into  a  com¬ 
mand..  'She  is-commaiKled  not  to‘fear,'lo  -go -home 
"divith.her  sticks,  and  dress'her  BieaKM>ut  to  -dress'in 
'£rst  place  atUttle  eake  -fbr  -the -stranger;  smdtoen 

'•  Jdress  h)r 'herself  and  her  son.  /And  in  the  uame  -of: 

• 

'♦he’fLotfd-Ood  ot  Isfael^  «he  is  assured  that  ber 

♦  ^ 

and'  alinost  exhausted  stoc^c  of  provisiensj 
*  -woilld'not  fall  till  rain)  and,  with  rain^  plenty,  werea.- 
*^3iin  in^died^d.  ‘ 

•To  thiS’Conmyand  s4ie  gave  a  lready -and  knpii- 
4rll  obedience..  ^  woman,  great  was  thy-faith-i-all; 
^circumstauo&a  ooMidered^  it.  at  least  equalled  the 
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'&.ith  of  the  father  df  the  faithful,  who:  against  hoj^a 
believed  in  hope.  The  bare  word  of  Jehovah  proda* 

•  eed  and  supported  this  faith,  in  direct  opposition  to 
•much  carnal  rea^oriihg.^  What  external’  evidence 
■for -instance  had 'this  twoman’ that  the -stranger,'  ven- 
'Crable  aiid  pious-  as  heiappeared  to  be,'  was  not  a 
cheat,^  and-wa6  not  using  tlie  name  of  the  Lord  God 
-of  ‘Israel'Otily  to'draw  ^from  her-a  small,  but  a  very 
■valuable  morsel  of  dbod?  'By-  an -internal  light,  su¬ 
pernatural,  >and.-peculiarr  to  sueh  occasions  she  dis- 

•cem^l, -and  ^elt  the  ■■authority  df -the  Lord'  God  ef 
ihea^n,'  and  -under-  this  divine  authority  -  acted. 

•  •  '-Nor  •was'she  -dis^fiointed  -in  tire  object  of  her 
confidence.  “She  went  and  did  according  to  the  s^- 

'^ing<of^Elijah,.-and'-^iB  aiid  he  and  her  house  did  eat 
many  days.  And  the  barrel  of  jmeal  wasted  not, 

•  nekher  jdidfthe  cruse  of  'Olhf^l,  -according  -to  the 
srord-of  the>Lord  which^he-spake  by  Elijah.”  ‘How- 
over  •much  "die  -profane.  witS:-of"t'hat'day  might  hate, 
^oen'disposed'to  laugh-at  the  •good-natured  credulity 
■iof  the  o!d-woman,'her  -security  was -good;  the  'bask 
of- England,  HI  its  most  prosperous-days,-  was  not  bet- 

'T-he  -siluatibn-of  the  prophet  in"  this  womait's 
‘fiimHy-was  -cousidertWy  different  from  what  it  was  at 
:4he  brook'Gherith— diiftit  was  stlll  an  hunibfe  and 
'Obscure -situation.  His-  sphere  df  usefulness,'  and 
"  his -social* intercourse, though  extended, was  still  small*v 
■  "His  food,- though  certain  and  good  in  its  kind,  was‘ 
given  in  small  quantities,  just  as  it  was  needed* 
Nor  had  he  vanities  or  luxuries— plain  and  simple  ' 
suiting  his  cbaractCT,  is  afforded.  •Having  food; 
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and  rJir.ent,ttnu being  just  where  providence  Has  pla¬ 
ced  us,  let  us  thcrewitlr  be  contenL 

Professors  of  the  religion  of  Jesus, who  place  allthat- 
is  given  to  God’s  prophets,  and  to  the  support  of  th« 
gospel,  to  tlic  account  of what,  think  you  of  the 
fcheerful  liberality  of  this  poor  widow?  -  Would  you 
have  acted  as  she  did?.  Can  youdivide  even  a  full  meal 
with  one  of  God’s  servants?  How  mighty  a  sum  ia 
two  or  three  dollars,  taken  fr»*iri  as  many  hundreds 
or  thcusahds,  when  it<is  to  be  'devoted  to  the  house  .of 
God?-  Hear,  brethren,  the  word  of  the  Lord—Beh)pl4 
we  this  day,  in  the  name- of  the  Lord  God  of  Icra^ 
set  life  and  death,  the  blessing  and  the  curse  before 
you;  :  . 

^  "The  life  .and  the  blessing'you  will,  find  -in  theio 
words.  .  •  ■  “ 

-  **He  that  hath  a  '  bountiful  ey^  ■  shall  be  blessed, 
for  he  gweth  of  his  bread;' to  the  poor.^,  ^  He  that 
g^veth  unto  the  poor  shall,  not  lack,  but  he  that  hi- 
deth  his  eyes-  shall  have  many  a  curse.  He  that 
giveth  unto  the  poor  lendcdi  unto  the'  Loi^,  and 
that  whicn  he  hatii  given  wHl  he  repay  him  again. 
The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat,  and  he  who  wa- 
tereth  shall  be  watered  also  himself.  Honour  the 
Lord  with  thy.  substance,  and  with  the  first  fruits  of 
all  thine  increase;  so  shall  thy  barns  be  filled  with  plen¬ 
ty,  and  thy  presses  shall  buxst  out.  with  new  w  ine. 
And  the  ark  of  God  remained  with-tlie  family  of  O- 
bbd-Edom  in  his  house  three  months.  And  the  Lord 
blessed  the  bouse  of  Obed-Edom,  and  all  that  he 
had.”  -  '  . 

-The  death  and  the  curse  you  itiH  find  in  these 
■words.  '  ■  ' 
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-  is  that  seattereth  an^  jret  increaseth-ta^oid 

^etiB  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  U  mSe£|  and  it 
tendetli  to  poverty.  The  getting  of  riches  by  a.de^ 
Seitful  tongue^  is  a  vanity  tossed  to  and  ^  of  them 
that  seek  death/*.  *‘Thusspeaketh  the  Lonppfhbst^ 
saying)  This  people  say,  The  time  is  not  come,  the 
time  that  the  Loai>*8  house  shourld  be  huiit.  Then 

0 .  •  :  if''.  ^  ^ 

satnis'the  vvord  of  the  IfOtto  by  Haggalthe  prophet^ 
saying,  ■  It  H  time  for  yod,  O  ye,:  to  dweUl  in  yoar 
sieled  houses,  and  this  honse  lie  wastB!.  '.Now,thers« 
tore,  thus  saith  the  Lotto  of  hosts,  ^Consider  your 
Tvays.  Ye  have  sown  much,  and  bring  m  Uttl^  ye 
eat,  but  ye  have  not  enough;  ye  drink,  but  ye  ane  not 
filled  with  'drink;  ye  clothe .  you,  but  thei’e .  is  none 
warm;  and  be  that  earneth  wages  earaeth  wages  to 
fitit  it  into  a  bag-  with  holes.”  Mag.  i.  ,  • 

•^tye  have  prafaned.it,  .in  that  ye  say.  The  ta-» 
ble  of  the  Loan  ig  polluted;  and. the  fruit  thereof 
ewn  his  meat  i«  Cojotcznptible.  Ye  .said,  also,  bew 
hold,  what  a  wariness  it  iti  and  ye  have  snuffed  at 
it,  saith  the  Loan  of  hosts;  and  ye .  brought  - 
which  wfze  tom,  and  the  lame,  and  the  sick;  thus  ye 
brought  an  offering:  should.!  accept. tbi?.  of-. your 
hand?  saith  tho  Lord.  But  enrscd.be.  the  deceiver, 
which  bath  ia  his  flock  a  male,  and  v^cth^  and^sac** 
nnto  the  Lord  a-  corrupt  thing;  for  I  am  a 
great  King,  sallh  the  Lord  of  baits,  and  ray  namo 
IS  dreadful  'among  the  heathens*”'  Mai*  i,  I2^t4.  . 
These  are  haud-feayinera  inckied,  but  they  arc  all 
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doobt>  the  root  of  all  .eviH  Vrhen 'it  thus  occasions  the 
loss , of  ^uls,  each  ,  of  which  is -of  more  value  than 
the  whole. world.  -  -  .  ..  .  .v  * 

Let  those  whO)  from  a  principle  of  .faklt  in  oue 
Lord  Jesus,  as  the  Savioitr.of  their  souls,  have  .hith* 
erto  regularljr  and  freely,  contributed  to  the' support 
of  tlv^  Gospel  and  Gc»l*s  propliets,  read  the  story  of 
^e  widow  of  Zar.ephath,  and.be  .ecicouraged  to  go 
on.  ,  It  is  ma^er  of  gratitude,  that,  amidst  all  our. 
carelcsness  and. avarice,  a  goodly  number  of  this 

•  li. 

class  is  still  among  us.  Sisters  and  brothers, ,  de> 
clfure  openly  whethcr.the  samo.God  who  blessed^ 
widow’s  handful  of/meal,  has  not,  in^cases  iuntuncr* 
able,- blessed  you?  .Can  you  say  Uiat'ever  yoUr  little 
store  was  diminbhed  by. any  thing  which  you  have 
given  to  the  support  of.  the  gospel?  You  began,  for. 
instance,  your  family  Iwen^ty  years  ago;  A  neigh¬ 
bour  began  at  fhe  same  time  .you-  did,  and  under 
nearly  the  same  circumstar,ces.  He  has  perhaps  nev¬ 
er  given  a  cent  to  the  support  of  the  gospel;  you 
have  been  giving  yearly  what  the-  world  calls  con¬ 
siderable  sums,  hi  money,  _ia  property  ,  and  la- 
bour--.and  is  his  family  this  day.  Sny  better  provided 
ipr  than  yours  is?  Has  your  family,'  in  all  that  peri¬ 
od,  b.een  deprived  of  a  single  earthly  comfort,  which 
they  would  have  enjoyed  had  you  been  less  liberal  to 
the  church?  On  a  death. bed,  believers  ip- Jesus  may 
repent  that  they,  have  given  too  little  this  way;  they 
may,  also,  lament  that  the  little  which  they  have  - 
has,  in  some  few  instances,  been  wrong  applied;,  but 
•in  that  awful  hour  they  will.nc.ver  repent  of  Having, 
given  TOO  nvok. 
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■  -  -  'Take  another  view  of  plain  matter  6f  fact.'  Per* 
haps  not  a  neighbourho^  in -this  fertile  land  can  be 
producedyin  which  a  nvtmbctof  instances  may  not  be 
found. of  individuals  and  families.,  being  much  inju' 
red  in  their  temporals,  as  well  as  intlieir  spirhnals, 
by  Sahl/ath-iay  dinners',  but. scorch  all  the  world  c* 


ver,  and  a  single  example  cannot  be  produced  of  an 

•  ’i#  ' 

individual  or  a  family  being  hurt,-  much  less  ren¬ 
dered  bankrupt,  by  regularly  and  statedly  devoting 
their  persons  and  property  to  the  service  ~cf  the 
Sanctuary.  Gotl  has  not  yet  forsaken  the  earth,  nor 
forsaken  his  church,  whatever,  the  profane,  or  the 
hypocrite,  may  think'or  cay.  There  js  still,  to  every 
discerning  eye,  a  visible  distinction  betwixt  Irim  who 
serveth  God,  and  him  who  serveth  him  not.  And 
those  who  have  -little,  or,  ia  the  language  of  the 
world,  nothing,  may  get  rich— .that  is,  secure  a  com¬ 
fortable,  competency,  by  putting  that  little  -  into 
bank  of  heaven. 
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*Tearc  the  body  of  Christyond  members  in  particular. 

-  ■  ■  *-.  ■  .  ■  1  Cor.'xiiL  27'. 

*  *  •  '  '  • 

It  is  a  remarkable  fatt,  that  the^plan  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  so  august  in  ail  its  parts,  and  perfectly /without 
parallel  in  its  design,  introduces  no  new  principles 
into  God’s  government  of  this  world;  but  is-bottom- 
cd|  and-fairly  carried  through,  upon  such,  as  have 
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their  foundation  laid  deep  and  large  in  ^  original 
constitution  of  things,  and  most  of  which  mankind.^ 
in  all  other  matters,  admit  without  scruple;  while 
upon  all  of  them,  whether  they  door  dp  net  perceive 
it,  they  arc  practising  every  day. 

We  are  awareHIiat  the  world,  and  even  a  great 

I  .  ’  y 

proportion  of  the  Christian  church,  do  not  think  so. 
On  the  contrary,  men  speak  and  feel  as  if  they  had 
got  into  quite  another  region,  when  their  attention 
is  drawn  to  “the  things  of  the  Spirit;”  and  they,  set 
out  with  the  expectation  of  'new  principles,  new 
plans,  new  modes  of  doing  things,  to  all  which,  in 
all  other  matters,  the  universe  is  perfectly  a  stran¬ 
ger.  Just  as  if  the  God  of  Grace  were  not  the  God 
of  Nature  too  I  '  ' 

And  yet  it  seems  almost  surprising  how  •  sjach  a 
notion  cPuld  obtain  for  an  hpur  mthe  mind  of  a 
man  but  very  little  acquainted  with  his  Bible.  For 
that  .book  perpetually  appeals  to  things  around 
us  for  the  illustration  of  its  most  abstruse  principles; 
and  hardly  a  page  of  it  is  any  whereto  be  met  with, 
in  which  analogies;  are  not  brought  lnto  .Y|fcw,.tha;t 
might  serve  to  silence  the  most  captious  objector. 
The  truth  is,  there  is, amazing  simplicity  in  the . 
constitutions  of  the  divinity.  The  general  princi- 
‘pies  cf  his  ;govemmtent  are  of  mostex-'- 

tenfilve  application.  And  it  is  this  fact,  the  appli* 
cation  of  the  same  general  principle  to  a  great  vari¬ 
ety  of' objects  differing  in  essence,  in  constituti0n5 
.  in  circumstance,  in  degree,  that  jays  the  foundation 
for  every  thing  we  call  analogy  among  the  works  of 
God.'  Whence  it  comes  to  pass  that  no  man,  wheth- 
w  infidel  or  errbrist,  may  captiously  object  to  the 
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most  rigid  application  of  any  scriptural  principle, 
without,  at  the  same  time,  setting  himself  in  array 
against  many  practical  maxims  and  plain  matters  of 
fact,  to  be  found  among  men  and  things  around  him,' 
by  w.hich  the  most  obnoxious  tenets  of  the  faithful 
are  paralleled,  illustrated,  established. 

This  fact,  important  at  all  times  for  the  defence 
and  illustration  of  evangelical  triitli,  is  doubly  valu* 
able  in  its  application  to  those  principles  which  lie 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Christian  scheme,  and  form  at 
once  the  greatest  mysteries,"  and  the  most  important 
springs  of  practical  religion* 

These  remarks  will  be  seen  to  apply  in  their  full^ 
force  to  the  invaluable  truth  suggested  by  the  Apos¬ 
tle  in  that  context  of  which  our  motto  forms  so  small, 
but  so  significant  a  part.  The  doctrine  of  the  ‘^mys- 
tical  union’’  has  been,  in  all  ages,  precious  to  thoso 
who  knew  the  truth  as  it  is  inJesus.lt  has  been  retained 
and  prized  in  places  and  in  periods  in  which  most 
of  its  kindred  aiid  consequential  truths  have  been 
impaired  and  lost.  Nor  is  it  the  smallest  proof  of 
its  important  hearings  on  the  general  scheme  of 
things,  that  the  man  of  reason  and  the  man  of  works, 
have  uniformly  set  therhselves  against  it..  In  fact, 
there  is  no  one  Christian  principle  that  occupies  a 
more  distinguished  station  in  the  scale  of  Christian 
truth;  none  bears  so  extensively,  none  more  fully 
in  the  relations  and  feelings  of  a  Christian  man. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  oUr  readers  to  a  sub- 
ject  in  which  every  one  of  them  has  such  interests* 
embarked,  we  wish  it,  however,  to  be  distinctly  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  attempt  is  hazarded  for  the  sake 
of  introducing  several  obvious  and  important  prac- 
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tical  results,  which  (such,  alas,  are  the  tirae^^  men 
who  allow  and  value  the  doctrine,  are  too  much  dis¬ 
posed  to  overlook;  rather  than  from  a  confidence  ©f 
rescuing  a  most  ponderous  and  precious  truth,  from 
the  captious  objections  of  rational  theologians^  and 
the  of  science^  FALSELY  so  called'," 

or  yet  from  a  hope  of  setting  in  a  clearer  light  than 
has  been  done  an  hundred  times  by  others,  a  subject 
of  ackhowledged  difficulty,  because  of  magnitude  too 
•  vast  for  human  intellect  to  wield. 

The  idea  of  the  whole  church  of  Christ  being 
considered,  not  merely  in  law^  but  really  in  point  of 
fact,  one  great  moral,  or,  if  -you  will,  spiritual  indi¬ 
vidual,  must  be  perfectly^  -familiar  to  the  reader  of 
'  the  scriptures.  For  while  they  unceasingly  present 
it  as  a  motive  to  the  active  discharge  of  duty,  and  a 
ground  of  comfort  amidst  difficulties  and  discourage¬ 
ments,  theyillustrate  the  connection  by  a  great  variety 
of  objects  familiar  to  mankind.  Jesus  Christ  is  repre¬ 
sented  as  the  bridegroom,  and  the  whole  church- 
catholic  as  the  bride,  the  lamb’s  wife;  and  this  too  as 
grounded  upon  that  orignal  constitution,  that  a  man 
shall  leav^is  father  and  mother,  and  cleave  unto  his 
wife,  and  the  twain  shall  become  one  flesh.  A  con¬ 
stitution  the  full  force  of  which  was  felt  by  our  first 
father,  when,  on  Seeing  Eve,  he  exclaimedj  “this  it 
now  bone  of  my  bones,  and  flesh  of  my  flesh.”  A- 
gain:  the  connection  is  pointed  out  by  our  Lord,  un¬ 
der  the  similitude  of .  a  vine  and  its  branches;* 
said  by  the  Apostle  Paul  under  that  of  the  trunk  of 
olive  tree  and  branches  engrafted  on  it.f  In  one 

*Jt>hn  xv. 
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lnstance.it  is  compared  by  our  Lord  to  the  union 
which  subsists  among  the  persons. of  the  blessed 
Godhead.*  Not  only  for  his  disciples,  but  for  every 
one  else  who'  should  believe  upon  him  through  their 
word,  he  prays  «that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou 
Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in^thee,  that  they  also  may 
be  .one  in  us.”  And  surely,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  this  was  notan  illustration  given  to  his  disciples, 
but  an  act  of •  supplicalion  to  his  God  and  Father, 
who  stood  in'^jj^eed  of  any  elucidation  on  the  subr 
ject,  no  professed  believer  in  the  scriptures  who 
admits  that  there  is  a  real  and  necessary  union  be¬ 
tween  the -Father  and  the  Son— who  is  net  in  fact  an 

Arian  or  Socinian — ^none  such,  we  say,  (Tan  avoid 

¥ 

concluding  that  the  relation  subsisting  between  the 
head  of  the  church,  and  all  the  individual  members^ 
is  something  much  more  real  and  .intimate  than  a 
simple  relationship,  created  by  law.  If  Jesus  Christ 
be  in  reality  Divine,  if  ‘Hhe  Lord  our  God  is  one 
Lord,**!  not. in  figure,  but  in  fact,  so  too  are  the  mem- 
bers  of' the  blessed  head  ‘^members  of  his  body,  and 
of  his  flesh,  and  of  his  bones,f^|  rvalLy^  immutably y 
eternally. 

But  this  ^constitution  of  the  church  of  God  is 
much  the  ,most  frequently,  and  perhaps  the  most 
clearly  pointed  out,  under  the  emblem  of  a  human  ^ 
body.  A  striking  example  of  this"  kind  is  afforded  us 
in  1  Cor.  vi.  15 — 17.  where  the  Apostle  dissuades 
Christians  from  the  sinbf  uncleanness,  by  adverting  to 
this  great  principle  of  the.^^mystical  union, in  con- 


^John  xvii.  20,  21 
tDeut.^vi.  4. 
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.nectlon  with  that  other  constitution  just  mentioned^ 
■  jViz.  that. “the  twain  shall  become  one  fleshy”  ..This, 
argues  our  Apostle,  bemg  .the  declared  constitution 

•  ,i  •  •  4  /  ■  *  » »  -  •  „ ' 

of  God,  what  do  you,  a  Christian  man,- by  debasing 
yourself  by  a  connexiwi  of  this  kind,  but  likewise  de- 
,  base,  Christ  Jesus?  'You  are  a  member. of -Christ 
Jesus,  for  “he  that  is^  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  spi¬ 
rit:”  and  by  tliis  transaction  you  likewise  make  your 
members,  the  members  of  an  harlot,  thus  bringing, 
in  some  sort,  the  Lord  himself  into  connexion  .with 
the  infamously"  lewd.  ' 

Another,  and  if  possible  still  more  striking  exam¬ 
ple,  we  have  in  the  passage  to  which  our  readers  are 
directed  at  the  head  of  our  essay.  Hei  had  been 
speaking  of  the  yast  variety  of  gifts  imparted  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  different  members  pf-xthe  church  of 
Corinth j  and  tells  them  that  the  Holy  Gfiost  in  ^^di?*. 

♦viaing  to  every  man  severany  as  he  will,’^  not 
intend  merely  ti^ut  distinguished  honor  upon  the  se¬ 
lected  individual^  but  through  his  means  to  benefit 
the  whole.  And  in  order  to  suppress  ^that  spirit  of 
envy  and  discontent  at  the  superior  enddwments  pf 
others,  to  which  they  who  are  only  perfected  in  part 
are  liable  as  well  as  other  men,  he  points  out  the  fol¬ 
ly  and  unreasonableness  of  such  a  disposition,' by 
comparing  their  relative  situation  with  that  species 
of  connexion  and  dependency  which  subsists  among 
the  members  of  the  human  frame.  ‘‘The  body,*^  he 
insists, “is  not  one  member,  but  many And  yet 
those  many  members,  so  variously  gifted  and  dispo-' 
sed,  are  not  designed  to  act,  neither  in  factcfljn  fiosai^ 
bly  acty  for  their  own  advantage  exclusively,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  that  whole  body  of  wliich  they  several- 
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ly.form  so  inconsiderable  a  part.'  If  the  hands,  or 
feet,  or  eye,  or  ear,  ex'ecute  their  appropriate  func* 

•  tions,  they  do  so  for  the  iwrvice  of  the  whole;  and  if 
any  one  of  them  is  subjected  to  any  inconvenience, 

that' inconvenience  equally  effects  the  whole.  >  Now, 

•  *  »  • 

says  the  Apostle,  let  us  suppose  any  one  efi  these 
members  discontented  with  this  arrangement,  and 
that  it  is  possible  they  should  be  gratified  with  get¬ 
ting  into  the  station  and  office  of  a  more  distinguish¬ 
ed  member;  what  would  be  the  consequence?  -  Why 
the  whole  body  must  suffer  by  the  change,  and  that 
very  .member  with  the  rest,  ‘^f  the  whole  body 
were  an  eye,  where*  were  the  hearing?  and  if  the 
whole  were  hearing,  where  were  the  smelling?”— 
“If  they  were  all  one  member,  where  were  the  bo¬ 
dy.”  -  "  f  •  ' 

We  beg  our  readers  to  advert  again  to  the  drift 
of  the  Apostle. -'.It  is,  that  no  man  should  be  dissat¬ 
isfied  with  his  particular  allotment'  in  the  church  of 
God.  And,  having  illustrated  his  position  at  large 
by  this  diversity  of  dispostion,  and  endowments  in  the 
members  of  the  human  frame,  and  by  the  harm^'that 
all  the  parts  must  sustain  by  altering  the  condition 
of  any  one;  he  fastens  down  his  conclusions  by  this 
sweeping  principle,  that  a«  are  the  several  tnembert 
of  the  human  frame^  to  the  whole  of  that  frameycon» 
tidered  as  ONE  BODY,  so  are  all  the  individual 
-members of  the  church  of  Christ^  to  the  whole  of  that 
•church  of  which  he  is  to  be  considered  as  the  Head. 
Thus,  he  had  said,  is  it,  thus  must  it  be  with  the 
body  and  its  members:  “wow  ye  are  the  body  of 
Christy  and  members  in  particular 
.Vqi,  n.  H.i: 
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If  it 'be  66t  then  plainly  an  assumption  of  our  A- 
postlet  that  all  the  indiyidual  believers  in  the  world 
are  but  parts  or  members  of 'one  great  spiritual  sys¬ 
tem,  and  if  this  be  not  the  very  basis  of  his  reason¬ 
ing,  we  defy  the  whole  world  to  point  out  any  light 
contained  in  his  illustration,'  or  any  conclusion  to 
which  his  argument  leads.  Nay, -it  is  not  a  bare  as- 
sumptimi,  it  is  a  fact  positively  asserted  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  his  reasonings  ontthis  subject;  “for  as 
the  body  is  one,  and  hath  many  member^  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  body,  being  niany,  are  one  body, 
,so  also  is  Christ.  F or  by  one  spirit  are'  we  all  bap¬ 
tized  into  one  body,  whether  we  be  Jews  nr  Glentiles^ 

•  /  J  t 

_:tv;hether  we  be  bond  or  free.”  (verses  12,  13.)  ' 

But  it  were  useless  to  multiply  instances  upon 
this  subject.  Any  person  desirous  of  pursuing  them 
further,  may  consult  with  advantage  chaipt..  3c.  27 
of  this  epistle.  *  Ephes.  i.  22>  23-«^M,*16— ivi  1—16. 
And  Romans  vi.  yii.  viii.  throughout. 

Upon  the*  whole  iben,  it  clearly  appears,  <  that 
while  everv  believer  retains  his  individual  standing, 
and  his  separate  powers,-  and  personal  distinctions, 
^ven  as,  do,  according  to  their  nature,  the  several 
members  of  the  human  body,  and  the  trunk  tbe-bran- 

I 

ches,  twigs,  andfoliage  of  atree;  yet,  as  these  various 
jtdijects  in  nature,  are  neverkteless  combined  into  their 
appropriate  systems,  and  have  being,  feeling,  and 
importance,  only  as  parts  of  a  still  greater  whole;*— 
nay,  as  the  Father  is  distinct  from  the  Son,  and  the 
Son  from  the  Holy  Spirt,  and  yet  Fathor;  Scm  and 
Spirit,  but  the.  one  Jehovah:  so,  also,  believers  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  “grow  up  into  him  in  all  things 
which  is  the  head;”  form  really  and  ti'uJy  but  one 


% 
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great  spirit,  ’  even  as  the  human  soul  pervades 
^ind  actuates  the  members  of  the  body;  and  deriving 
from  .this  source  all  their-importancei  all  their  feel- 
ing,  all  their  interest,  nay,  their  very  being.  Consid¬ 
ered  as  living  members  of  the  living  head.  Hence, 

•  likewise,  it  wilh  necessarily  follow  that  it  is-to  po 
man,  considered  in  his  individual  capacity,  but  sole¬ 
ly  as  a  part^of  “the  body  .of  Christ,”  that  any  of  the 

^  f 

dispensations  of  God  are  measured  out.  And,  also, 
that  upon  this  coimejcion,  as  founded  in  fact^  all  those 
relations  are  predicated  which  are  said  to  exist  in 
/aw,  BetyjFeen  the  Redeemer  and  his  people. 

’  -  x  (To  he  continued. J 

'  ,  I. 

A  PiCTURje  FROM  TBB  LIFE. 

!  ;  '  '  '  ‘  ■  "  • 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evangelical  Record. 

THOUGH  my  home  is  in  another  part  of  the 
.  Union,  my  business  has  called-  me,  for  these  some 
‘  years,  to  Spend  a  considerable  portion  of  my  time  in 
diffdrtmft  parts  of  Kentucky.  While  attending  to 
other  objects, -the'state  of  different  Religious  Socie¬ 
ties  has  hot  escaped  my  notice';  and,  as  you  are  now 
professedly  inquiring  into  these  matters,  a  plain 
statement  of- a  few  facts,  which  have  actually  came 
-Under  my  observation,  may  not  be  without  their  ysei- 
Nearly  six  years  ago,  I  stopt,  one  Saturday  after¬ 
noon,  at  the  house  of  an  old  gentleman,  to  whom  I 
had  been  rccoimmended  by  a  friend.  Having  intro-/ 
duced  myself^  and  inquired  for  the  welfare  of  the 
'  funily,  I  received  an  invitation  to  spend  the  night 
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and  the  Sabbath  with  them.  As.  I  Knew  tbfcy  ;wese 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  a  Presbyterian  clergyman 
of  whom  I  had  frequently  heard,  I  .  readily  gave  my 
consent,.  - 

'We  had  scarcely  entered  upon  the  talk  of  the 
day,  when  it  was  announced  to  us,  that  Mr.  L-'-'  "  .  i 
and  his  elder  were  at  the  gate,  to  ask  us  our  ques* 
tions.  One  of  the  sons,,  a  young  fellow  ..of  about  12 
^  14,  imnaediately  slipt  out-  at  a  back  door,  while 
the  father  opened  the  front  door  to  receive  the  visit* 
ors.  .  The  parson  being  seated,  what  of  the  family 
could  be  collected  were  by  him  catechised,  exhorted, 
and  prayed  for. .  After  the  religious  exercises  were 
finished,  the  old  gentleman  informed  the  elder,  that, 
owing  to  some  late  losses,  and  the  infirmities  of  old 
age,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  attending  to 
his  business  as  he  bad  done,  the  sum  whichr,  ^ee 
years  before,  he  had  promised,  and  had  hitlierio  reg>- 
nlarly  paid,  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  was  op* 
presswe;  and,  if  it  possibly  could  be  d(me,  he  wished 
it  reduced;  “This,”  replied  the  elder,  “is  rather-a 
difficult,  matter.  You  know,  that  when  we  engaged 
with  Mr.  L'  ■  i»"  _,  for  the  half  of  his  ministerial  la-, 
boursywe  jointly  proiftlsed "him,  yearly,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars.  To  my  certain  knowledge,  a  con¬ 
siderable  number,  who  were  bound  with  .us,  ..  are  be¬ 
hind,  and  some  of  them  gone  altogether. .  ]^w,  if  a 
reduction  is  granted  to  you,  it  must  also  be  granted 
to  another,  and  so  on,  *tUl  we  will.notbe  able  to  make 
up  even  fifty  dollars.  But  Mr.  L—— .,  is  here,  and 
..can  speak  for  himself.”^  “Why,  brethren,*'  said 
the*  parson,  “while  I  uniformly  tell  you  that  it  is  your  ' 
duty  te  support  the  gospel,  I  also  tell  you  that  God»., 


.  and  .every epneci^oet'onlyf  >can  .»det.er- 
.mine  wliat  every  i^i^dual  of  rypu  is  to  pay. 
l  are^to  ^ive,  in  tJ^is  and  .fdinilar  K:ape8,  as  Gad  bwth 
prospered  you.  ^  will.^e  hard^^indeed^  -(ov.wt^  siud 
my  family,  if  you  fall  back,  as  Mr.  in¬ 

timated,  it  is  likely  you  will:  ^ut  I  hope  the  good 
piaster,  whose  I  am,  and  whom  I  am '  endeayouring 
to  serve,  will ^pfo vide- for  me'  aome  other  way.  A^id, 
though.the  sum  which  each  of  you  can  make  up  after 
these  reductions,  may  not  be  a  compensation  for^  my 
services,  yet,  while  it  it  is.  given  with  good  swill,  and 
is  all  that, you  can  give  without  injuring  you  and  your 
families,  I  will  accept  it  cheerfully.  How  much  re* 
ductibn  do  you  want?  ‘‘^Why,**  says, the  old  gentle- 


?^  thi?w2.ymy  money  subscription  will  continue  as 
it  was,  and  only  two  dollars  be  reduced  /rom  my 
subscription/’  says  the  parson,  ‘‘if  others 

concerned  have  no  objection,  I  have  none— l^ut  we 
harve  still  another  family  to  visit  this  evening;  We 
must  go.”  / 

/With  these  words,  the  parson  bade  the  good  lady 
of  the  family  farewell,  and  started  towards  the  gate, 
where- their  horses  were.  The  elder,  having  Stayed 
a  minute  OT^Bo  behind,  whispered  to  the  old  »gentle- 
man/^that,  as  L— ^  was  obliged  to  -'go  .on  a 

Journey  of  nearly  two.  hundred  miles  next  week^  he 
must  stand  in  need  &f  a  little  money;  and,  if  it  was 
convenient,  he  would  now  receive  bis  two  dollars  £br 
the  year  ending  last  May.”  “If,”  says  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman,  “I  ^  possibly  CouW  c^o  it,  I  would  riot  Wlth- 
^Wj'but-I  cannot.  Besides,  'as  I  pay  my  trade  ml- 
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-trays  when  called  for,  I  ought  in  justice  to  hare  "a 
little  longer  time  to  my  ^ash;  especially  as  Mr* 
R— — — ,  who  is  richer  than  I  am,  gives  wily  otic 
dollar,  and  never  pays  over  once  in  two  or  three 
years.”.  '  •  ' 

The,  evening  was  spent  agreeably,  and^  after 
supper  and  family  worship,  we  all  retired  to  rest. 
.Awakening  by  dawn,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  the  family  up,  and  at  breakfast. 

I  lost  no  time  in  making  my  appearance  in  the  room 
where  they  were.  I  was  immediately  addressed  by 
the  mother  in  these  words:  “I  am  afraid,  sir,  we 
•  have  disturbed  you;  but  my  sons,  John  and  James, 
with  Lucy,  my  daughter,  have  resolved  to  go  this 
day  to  -  ■  ■—  springs,  20  miles  distant,  tb  visit  a 

cousin,  who  has  been  there  iome  time  for  the  benefit 
[  of  her  health;  and,  as  they  cannot  be  wanted  from  the. 
plantation  to-morrow,they  must  return  this  evening, 
and  must,  consequently,  start  thus  early.”  I  scarce¬ 
ly  got  a  word  spoken  in  return,  for  the  hurry  and  bus- 
_,tle  which  was  in  every  corner  of  the  house.  Among 
other  necessary  equipments,  the  old  lady  brought 
from  anpld  chest  a  small  bag,  and  counted  out  of  it, 
into  the  hands  of  James,  four  or  five  dollars,  with  an 
.  injunction  to  take  care  and  not  spend:  it  all.  And, 
though  all  possible  dispatch  was  made,  another  young 
lady,  with  her  two  brothers,  who,  by  preyiou* 

'  rangement,  were  to  accompany  them  in  the  excur- 
tdon,  hailed  them  from  thp  gate  before  t^eir  horses  . 
could  be  got  ready.  ;/  • 

The  pleasure  party  being  gone,  all  wijthjn  and 
.without  were  as  calm  as  a  Christian  Sabbath  morn¬ 
ing  ought  to  be.  It  ju;a8  with  pleasure  I^snwLthttojid 
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rentleman  get  from  his  bed,  as  soon  as  the  bustle 
was  over,  and,  having  put  on  his,  clothes,  took  his 
bible,  and  sat-down  in  his  corner.  The  old  Jady,  al- 
SO,  after  she  had  giren  the  necessary  orders  for  the 
second  breakfast,  took  her  seat  and  her  bible.  At 
the  proper  hour,  we  had  family  worship  and  break¬ 
fast,  and  the  bid  couple  conducted  me  to  meeting— 
oberving,  however,  that  Thomas,  the  son  who  had 
slipt  from  the  examination  last  evening,  and  Sally, 
their  other  daughter,  would  be  obliged  to  stay  £|;om 
meeting,  a$»  John,  and  James,  and  Lucy,  were  using 
their  horses  and  saddles. 

V. 

Last  September,  I  was  agaii\  in  their  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  happened,  again,  to  call  on  a  Saturday  af¬ 
ternoon.  I  found  their  situation  considerably  alter* 
cd.— James,  who  appeared  to  have  been  the  leader 
in  the  Sabbath-day  ffolic,  was  DEAD— Lucy  was 
married,  and  gone  from  the  Jiouse — John  was  also 
married,  and  lived  with  the*old  people,  and  was,  in 
fact,  master  of  all  that  was  on  the  place— the  old 
gentleman  was  almost  blind,  and  severely  afflicted 
with  the  gravel — and  the  old  lady  was  also  consider¬ 
ably  reduced.  I  was  kindly  received;  but  it  was  on¬ 
ly  as  worldly  men  receive  and  entertain  their  friends; 
that  is,  I  had  a  good  supper,  had  cheerful  conversa¬ 
tion,  and,  at  the  proper  hour,  I  was  .put  to  a  good 
bed;  but,  as  the  old  gentleman  had  gone  to  bed  by 
sun  set,  I  heard  or  saw  nothing  of  family  worship. 
The  big  family  bible,  I  observed,  was  put  into  a  cor¬ 
ner,.  with  a  load  of  other  books  ppon  it,  which,  to 
me,  Was  considerable  ^evidence  that  it  was  not.  now 
even  weekly  ,  used. 
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Next  moriiing,  I  awoke,  and  arose  a  little  after 
sun  rise.  I  found  the  old'  couple  sitting  by  them¬ 
selves;  the  rest  of  the  family  was  not  yet  stirring. 
I  ihquired  if  they  had  sermon  this  Sabbath?  I  was 
informed,  that  they  could  not  tell,-  certainly,  as  they 
noAV,  not  being  able  to  attend,  had,  eighteen  months 
ago,  withdrawn  their  ^bscription  to  Mr.  L—  -  ■  ■; 

and  as  several  others  had,  in  like  manner,  "worn  out^ 

Mr.  L — - preached  now  at  their  meeting-house, 

only  once  in  the  month.  .  I  was  naturally  led  to  in¬ 
quire,  w'hat  was  become  of  their  sons  and  daughters 
— did  they  not  more  than  fill  their  plaie  in  the  meet¬ 
ing-house?  I  was  answ'ered  by  ai  long  lecture  from 
the, old  lady  on  the  evil  influence  of  Methodists,  and 
Baptists,  and'  camp  meetings,  interspersed  occasion¬ 
ally  with  remarks  on  Mr.  L— ^ — ~’s  iiarsh  and  un¬ 
christian  conduct  towards  young  people.  The  sum 
of  the  whole  was,  that,  as  Mr.  L.  — —  required  all 
who  -  attended  him  to^keep  their  places  during  wor¬ 
ship;  and  as  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  preachers 
cotild  go  on.  with  their  discourses,  and  other 
exercises,  whether  the  assembly  were  sitting  or  stand- 
'  ing,  walking  or  talking,  their  young  people,  when 
were  disposed  to  go  to  meeting  at  all,  would 
rather  ride  6  or  8  miles  to  a  camp  meeting,  than  on¬ 
ly  2  1-2  miles  to  Mr.'  L - ^ — ’s  meeting. 

Having  got  breakfast,  I  asked  John  and  his  lady 
if  they  would  accompany  me  to  MrlL— — l-’s  meet¬ 
ing?  I  was  answered,  as  before,  that  they  really  did 
not  know  whether  he  had  meeting  that  day:  and, 
moreover,  that  they  could  not  possibly  attend  meet¬ 
ing  any  where,  as  they  expected  a  friend'  or  two, 
witk  their  families,  to  dinner. 
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H&ving  called  for  my  horsey  4  was  pressed  to 
^tay. ..  I  honestly  informed  .them;  that  I  could  not 
spond  the  Sabbath  without  public  worship^  where  I 
possibly  eould  enjoy  it.  I  arrived  in  good  time  at 
Mt.-L  i-  -*s  meeting-house^  and  was  happy  in 
.finding  sevtiital  assembled.  It  being  an  agreeable 
day>  we' had  a  decent)  though  by  no  means  a  large 
assembly;  but,  what  was  better  than  even  a  larg^e  .as* 
sembly,  we  had  a'most  excellent  sermon,  from  these 
words:  “As  for  me,  this  is  my  covenant  with  them, 
.^akh  the  Lord;  my  SpMt  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my' 
*words  which-I.have  put  into  thy  mouth,  shall  not  de<* 
.‘part. out  of  thy  mouth,  nOr  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy 


‘seed,  nor  out  of  the  mopth  of  thy  seed’s  seed,  saith 
‘the  Lord,  from  henceforth,  even  forever.** 

'  I  have  thus,  Mr.  Editor,  given  a  plain  statement 
of  matter- of  fact,  which- 1  myself  saw  and  heard..  It 
would  be  some  consolation,  could  I  add,  that  I  nefer 
saw  nor  heard  of  any-thing  like  it  in  o^her  familiesjcal- 
led  Christian.  Should  this  communication  accord  with 
the  design  of  your  publication,  you  may  agtdn  hear 
from 

QBSERVATORj 

March  ,l«t,  1813. 


We  can  assure  our  readers,  that  we  have  not  giv* 
en  a  place  to  the  above  communication  with  the  most 
distant  idea  of  wantonly  and  unnecessarily  exposing 
the  nakedness  of  the  land.-  We  request  all  chris* 
tians,  real  and  nominal,  to  look  at  it  ag*ain,  and  say, 
if  they  cannot,  within  the  sphere  of  their  own  ob¬ 
servation,  see  all  the  features  of  the  original.  We 
must  know  our  diecne^  before  we  can  apply  the  rent* 
Vea,  H.  ■  ■  »  . 


mseas'e  is  mortal.  Remedies  which  are  applied  he- 
fo^e  the  sore  is  sufficiently  laid  open,  ifciformlf,  ai- 
.SO)  Aggravate,  rather  than  remove.  “For  "from  the 
■‘least  of  them  even  Unto  the  greatest  Cf  them)  every 
<one  given  to  covetoi^sness;  and  frbin  the  prophet 
^‘eveh  unto  the  priest,  every  one  dealeth  falsely.  They 
■‘have  healed  also  the  hurt  tht  dau^hter^f  ’in.y  peo» 
‘pie  slightly,  saying,  Peace,  peace;  when  there  is  nh 
‘peace.  'Were  they  ashamed  when  they  had  corn- 
emitted  abomination^  uay^  they  were  not  at  all 
ashamed^  neither  could  they  blush;  therefore'  they 
‘•iMill  fall  among  them  that  fall:  at  the  time  that  I 
-■‘visit  them  they  shall  .be .  vast  down,  saith  the.  LoM. 
‘Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the  ways  mid  sec, 
^^d  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  g’oo<l  way, 
‘and  walk  therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  yoUr 
«*solils.  But  they  said,  We  will  not  walk  therein. 
.‘Also  I  set  watchmen  over- you,  saying  Hearken  to 
‘the  Mund  of  the  trumpet.  But  they  said,  We  will 
‘not  hearken.”  Jer.  vi.  13 — 17.  • 

It  is  strange,  that,  with  these  facts  staring  them 
'intfie'face,  people  who  call  {Remselves  Christians 
’Should  be’ always  Compiauiing  of  the  ‘expense  7  ^d 
'  difiiCulty  of  supporting  the  gospel,  and  scarcefy  e  ver 
“  titter  a  sentence  about  the  eipense  of  their  lusts.  It 

father  and  ^  should  cdnibliin 
■^liat'the  rising  generation 'are  not  Tikely-  to  flir'their 
*  ^iace  fit  ttie  "chdrehi  and'  yet,  'never  consider,  that, 
'-m  MfesWffe  c^fled  ’’utidn  to  de^  a 
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ptw  .for  t^e  .destruction  of  their  childcen)  he  could 
^ot  hs-ve  furnished  one  more  fatal  tboin  the  one  which 
they  thejnsfdy.es  have,  .executed^  Is  it  npt  enough , 
^at  we  go  to  the  place  .of  tortoent  oufselyes?  Mu&t 
we  also  drag  i^ong;  iwUh^us  pur  children,  and  our 
children’s  children,  .n^hous  we  have  actually,  by  a  ne«> 
gleet  of  duty,  made  heathens?  “Oh  that  my  head  wcr4 
‘waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  -  of  tears,  that  1 
‘might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of  the  daugh** 
‘ters  of  .my  people,’*  '  Shall  we  yetsUve  to  hear  Je- 

if  ^  -f’  ^  ‘ 

hovah  addressing  us  as  he  addressed  Israel  of  old?-— 
‘‘Fof  I  will  restcB'e  health  unto  thee,  and  I  will  heal 
‘thee  of  thy  wounds,  saith  the  Lord;  because  they 
‘called  thee  an  Outcast,  sayings  This  is  Zion,  whom 
‘no  man  sceketh  after.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold, 
‘J  will  bring  again  the  captivity  pf  Jacob’s  tents,  and 
.‘ha.ye  mercy  on  his  duelling  places;  and  the  city  shall 
■  ^bp  builded  upon  her pwn  hS^Pj  and- the  palace  shall 
‘remain  afjer  .the  mailnpr  thereof,  and  out,  of  them 
‘ahall.proceed  .thanksgiving,  and  the  voice  of  them 
fthat  make  .merry:.  andT.iviH  multiply  them,  and  they 
/‘shalt  rtqt-be  few;  I  a;  ill  also  glorify  them,  and  they 
.‘shall  notibe  sm^ll.  ^  ’ Their  children  also  shall  be  as 
■‘a  foretime,  and  their  congregation  shall  be  estab- 
‘fished  before  ote,  andil  will  punish  all  tliat  oppress 
■  MhejcCt.v  'And  their  nobles  shall  be  or  themselves,  and 
‘their  governor  shall  proceed  from  the  midst  of  tben^ 
‘.and  I  will  cause  him  to  draw  near,  and  he  shaft  ap- 
‘proach  unto  me:  for  who  .$»  this  that  engaged 
‘hewt  to  approach  unto  nae?  saith  the  Lord.  And 
‘ye  shall  be  my  people,  and  1  will  be  your.iJodr”  Jet, 
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Were  it  not  for  these;  and  such  like  declarations  in 
the  book  of  God,  we  would  be  led  to  conclude,  from 
present  appearances  in  Kentucky,  that  the  church  of 
the  living  God  was  v^ry  near  at  on  end.  But  our 
Lord  lives,  and  he  can  and  will  preserve  her,  when, 
even  our  wisest  and  best  men  are  doing  what*  they 
fan  to  destroy  her.  \ 


■fHE  BEST  EBIEKD  TO  PUBLIC 
AND  NATIONAL  EREEDOia 
AND  defence,  ! 

-  ».  *  A  -  • 

•  "  *  *  - 
\ 

IN- a  time  of  general  danger,  and  particularly  in 
a  free  country,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  individual  to 
exert  himself  to  the  utmost  to  secure  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  public  peace  and  the  public  safety.  Ail 
must  also  acknowledge,  that,  in  any  great  undertak¬ 
ing,  much  depends  on  the  nathre  of  the  plan.  Apian 
which  is  radically  wrong  will  never  be  a  general 
good,  though  the  whole  general  force'should  be  ap- 
.plied  to  carry  it  into  execution.  Apian,  for  instance, 
to  Carry  munitions  of  war  from  ^iladelphia  to  Pitts^ 
burgh  in  ships  of  the  line,  though  all  the  force  of 
the  United  States  were  applied  to  them, » Would  be. 
.  jiist  as  impracticable  as  an  attempt  to  transport  ah 
^PlStay  and  its^ stores  from  Philadelphia  to  London  on 
pack  horses.  A  plan,  on  the  other  hand,  n^hich  is 
radically  ^od,- needs  only  to  be  undorstoodand  gen* 
erally  attended  to,  to  secure  success.  ' 

So  far  as  wt  are  able  to  understand  the  confiictiDg 
opinions  of  the  present  day,  there  are  three 
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■b^le^^iiigs  "^'Jjich  all  paities?  seem  to  consider  as  es- 
.sentially  necessary  for  the' v/eUarenf  these  states-— 
they  &TC  U^ityf  i,i6ertyy  and  Courage.  -Ifpw,  we 
have,  in  the  course  of  our  reading,  happened  on 
what  we  consider  to  be  a  safe,  an  extensive,  and  an 
easily  understood  plan,  for  securing  Unto  every  boin- 
fnunity  these  three  invaluable  blessings.  Jt  is  a''piah,  , 
.indeed,  which  we.  have  not  spmuc.h  aS  seen  hinted^t 
iii  all  the  speeches  and  parts  of  ^eeohes  wHdh  have 
reichcd  .us  from  jCongfess,  and  other'^  assemblies 
.which  jvere  c,oitveiiea  for.  ^e  express  purple  -of 
'consulting  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  But,  as^  ypu 
can  scarcely  find,,  in  any  one  neighbourhood,  a  rrozen 
^of  men  .who  will  approve  pf  all  ^things  which  are  sug- 
gested  in  .any  .<me.  of  the^e  speeches,  ft  ia  at  .least 
probable  that  our  plan  will  be  as  generally  approved 
as.  any  of.  theirs  has  been.  .Especially  when  .wo  con- 
sider,  that,  though,  our  plan  is  difFerent  from’  toy 
which  they  have  suggested,  it  is  not, j>erhtoa,. oppo¬ 
site  to  any  of  them.  •  One  of  the  chief  excelleivcies 
of  our  piaif  is,  that  it  is  simple  and  extensive,  and  i 
‘may  be  ^  a  .powerful  ^7  honest  pl^ 

which  is.  propo.ped  by  toy  P9?4ici.an.  But,  to  c<^e  j 

to  the  point,  this  pito  is  neitlier  more  nor  less  than  i 
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•  '•••■•  -.-r,:,:-  .■  -  ^  •  *  I 

This  plan,  as  we  have  already  said,  is  not  of  our  | 

^pwn  d^yiJdng.  It  is  an  oW-pito?  f 

,;'We>aye;lo^u^d,it^'a  .Serm^^  ^ 

and  printed  in  IrfOndon  ju5t  oae  huixdred  years  ego* 

And|  lest  its  teing  British  man^il'S^ore  should  ex«  ^  K 
jcite  a  prejudice  against  it^  ^the^Vojrld  be  told)  that  ^  S 

4 .4*|be  | 
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distkiguished  whig;  and,  also,  that  the  extract  which 
we<are  goihg^to  give  is  directly  levelled  at  the  Tory 
adthhustralioii,  who,  m  the  last  year  cf'Queen  Ann, 
had  nearly  des^oyed  the  liberties  of  6»o  nation 

“Proachirig  iipd  hearing  the  Gospel,  is  the 
best  fiiend  to  a  public  national  interest. 

will  be  fully  seen,  when  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  we  wise  ejpough  to  become  the  kingdoms  of 
the  Jhord  and  Ms  Christa  The  leaves  of  the  tree  of 
Avhich.  may  be  understood  of  this  ministry,  are 
to  be ybr  Me  healing  of  the  Kdtions:  Happy  ii  the 
people  that  are- in  such  a  case;  yea^  Happy  are  the 
people  whose ^  God  is  the  JLcrd.  The  Gospel  nvore 
eidinentl^  bears  date  from  our  ascending  up 

on  higP:  it  was  then  he  received  gf to  for  Men^even 
for.  the  rebellious^  that  the  Lord  Ood  might  dwell' 
moyg  ftftem.  Now  this  is  united  with  the  defente 
:  hfe.  ifives  our  common  liberties.  For  when;  we  ^e 
told,. that  God  is  gone  up  with  a  shouts  the  Lord 
with  the  sounds  of  the  trumpet:  *tis  added,  God  is 
King  of  all  the  earth;  God  reigneth  over  the  heathen^ 
He  does  not  only  sit  on  the  throne  of ''his  holiness; 
but  the  reason  why  Me  Princes  of  the  ficople  are 
gathered  together^  is,  because  the  shields  of  the 
earth  belong  unto.  God.  ’Tis  said  of  the  hdessiahy 
that  he  will  break  in  pieces  the  oppresser.  In  his 
days  the  righteous  shall  fourish^  and  abundance  ' of 
ypeacfj  so  Long  as  the  sun  and  moon  endures.  And 
in  orfer  to  that,  his  enemies  shall  lick  the  dustj  and 
Ml  the  Kings  fall  down  before  hipi..-  ^ 

^And,  as  the  word  of  God  is  the  great  instrument 
of  ^  his  eTnJ)ire,  so  it  will  be  the  means  of-  promoting 
'  these  effects.  When, Me  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
covers  the  earthy  as  the  waters  do  the  sea;  *tis  the 
very  thiTg  that  will put  an  end  to  ail  hurting  and 
destoying  in  his  holy  mount.  You  shall  see  how 
these  are  connected;  he  threatens  the  Assyrians^  that 
w^Ust  they  be f  olden  together  as  thorns^nd  drunken  as 
drunkards^  they  shall  be  devoured  as  stubble  fully  dry. 
\  Thit  is  no  security  item  the  vengeance  tf  at  is  to  fell  on 
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those  enemie3.'Hfi  Tril^as  he  saysln  aiMther  place*,  ru/ 
njffrctn  Babylon,  name  and  remnant  f  eonand  nefikero. 
The  Lord  has  given  commandment  concerning  thee^ 
Shat  no  more  of  'thxf'  name  be  «oit»n.*  I  %viU-  maJte  thy 
gravcy  for-  than  art  vile.  And  ^ow  is  this  to  t^c 
brought!  about,  but  by  preaching  of  the  wordl  Tte 
very  text  I  am  upon,  is '  repeated  both  as  the  intro¬ 
duction  zmd  consequence  of  such  an  escape:  behold^ 
teflon  the  mountaine^  the  feet  of  him  that  bpingeth 
good  tidingSf.that  fittbHsheth  fieace,.  NowT  this  it 
does  these  three  irays^ 

l .  As  It  unitea  good  people  to  one  another:’ 

“The  Gospel  gives  you  a  figiut^'  in  the  vrorld, 
from  the  -mutual  delight  and  confidence  it  produces* 
You  can  never  take  etoeeter.'  cdbncil  ^  together^  than 
vfhen  you  walk  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  comfiany, 
Jerusalem  that  is  abovey  is  built  like  that  belowj  d 
city  that  is  comfiact  together-.  Thither  the  tribes  go 
vfi^  even  the  tribes  of  the' Lord:  sbch.aa  are  compre¬ 
hended  in'  a  relation  to  him.  The  unimi  of  good  peo¬ 
ple,  in.  the  solemn  exercices  of  worship,  has  some¬ 
times  set  them  out  as  a  formidable  b^y,  to  those 
that  would  have  swallowed  them  up.  When  God 
made.  Zion  the  mountain  of  his  holinessy  the  city  of 
the  great  Kings  when  the  Jews  were  flocking  thith¬ 
er,  both  for  worship  and  protection,  he  was  known 
in  her  ftalacesfor  a  refuge.  The  Kings  were  ossem- 
bledy  they.fiassed-by  together:  They  saw  ity  and  so  they 
marvelled.  They  were  'troubledy  and  hasted  away. 
They  have  the  face  of  a  people  of  orie  heart  and  one 
soul.  When  Christians  are  thus-  united  tog^her  fn 
love,  their  faith  has  an  easier,  prospect  of  the  bles¬ 
sings  God  has  promised,  and  disposes  to  union  not 
in  a  separate  interest,  but  for  a  common  and  nation¬ 
al  good.,'  We  have  thought  of  thy  loving ‘kindnessy 
Oy.  Gody  in  the  midst  of  thy  temfile. 

“2.  You  have  no  better. ar^umr»/«  for  tlie  liberty 
that  ought  to  be  dear,  than  what  you  meet  with  in 
the  Gospel. ,  , 

-  **Stupidity  has  nothing  to  do  with  our  religion; 
we  are  ■  warrant^  and  allowed  by  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  to  be  tender  of  our  civil'  liberties,  fodeed 
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some  who  A<zv^  drjilcd  the  firie&thood^  have  mada  ttf 
Hgion  a  political  (fiiaeltk!*  The  zeal  they  harc^pwn 
f  to  enslave  fifee  nations^  has  given  an  occasion  lo  the 
JnfMelity 'and  Atheism,  ojT  •ivkich  Air  land 

moutns.  These  ane  such  fiernicicuw  *tayiy  that  ^tis 
no  wonder  the* of  evit  ipoiken  q/I  How 

nnli^^cljr  is  it  that  people  stoxild  .think  those,  men 
have  any  true  regard  to  their  happiness  m  anner 
•v/oi  Id,  who  do  all  they  can  to  make  them  niiserahle 
in  tills.  Nothing  can  be  more  trosuitalbleithaii  th^^t 
they  v/ho  say,  Christ  has  bcu^ht  us .xivUh  .  price ^ 
should  fhomselvfes  be  guilty  0[£  sellkig.usto  tyrants. 
Their^dct>4ne  goes  by  no  other  namof  -/or  iSirough 

they  with  .feigned^ mqrdt . make 
nierchan^ie  This  U  a  tenli^  so  crtiet,  that 

>Aey  are  grievous -woivee^  that  spare  nat  .the 

^'y  ery  'Jlock.  "Jlkt  ]^tis  'all  Tvrohg,  that  those  tongues 
that'^heuM  ptesef^e  the  law  ^^kindness  ^provCian 
uhrilky  &vilfjfull  (>f  ^deadly  poison. ,  ^Therewith  ^Ifss 
*  -they ^^ody  even  the  that  is  their  ojfice:  and 

therewith *they  ^eurse ,  men j  who  arc  ^made^apier^tfie 
[  similitude  God.  ^ Out  of  the  samb  mouth  proceed^ 
tth  gospel  and  slavery:  My 

ibrethren^  these  things  ought  not  ^so  to  be.^  Dws  d 
fountain  send  forth  at  ^the  same  tpletcey  sweet  ^water 
'  and  d)ittsr\r~  :  - 

Christ  came  upon  .another  errand,  if  the 
•virgin  Mary  sung  right,  scatter  'the  •proud  in  the 
.imdghiation  of  ^their  hearts^  to  put  dLown  tfie  mighty 
from-their  seats.  Nay,  if  you  will  take  the  aixount 
-that  gives of  his  own  commission,. 'tu4o 

-:^preaeh  the  Gosfietyand  proclaim  the  ace ep table  year 
•of  the  'Lor dy  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  Gptdi  to- 
eoidforkthem  that  -moumygiye'  deliverance  to  'fhc 
cdpdives;  to-  operi  the  prison  door)  to  them  ^tkett  are 
bound.  The  Gospel  by  itSveffects  upon \the 
of  meny4ias^  a  -tendency  -  to  accomplUh  these-purpo* 
‘Sea  cv^nin  literal  sense.  Thus  he-tauglit  others^ 
and'thus^be  sgpted  himself.  For  *tis  strsunigein  tho 
toiidiict  '*^0^  -his  ^family r  -that  -  s  tilings  their  gar-- 

'^men^  to  provider  a  sword  ah^Ui  ^  a  dutyy  if  drawing 
-iS4irtheir,|y\iSt' defence  wor^e  damnable  4in:'>though  ^ 
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upon  the  design  our  Saviour  had  then  in  view  he  oro 
dered  Peter  to  put  it  up  again.  The  Apostles  un** 
derstood  no  authority  over  their  consciences,  but 
thought  itt>etter  to  obey  God  than.  Mdnt  and  no  ty¬ 
ranny  over  their  lives,  to  which  they  must  submit^ 
when  it  was  in  their  power  to  help  it.  The  very  doc¬ 
trine  of  redemption  carries  this  in  it,  ye  are  bougbe 
with  a  /trice^  be  ye  not  the  aervant*  of  ihen, 

*<3.  This  is  a  method  of  being  inspired  with  thd 
truest  courage. 

'^‘It  has  always  been  the  trick  of  tyranny,  to  take  the 
bible  out  of  the  way. '  Falling  churches  and  standing 
armies  are  two  articles  of  the  same  policy.  ’Tis  very 
unjust  to  call  those  assemblies  seditious,  that  are  pure¬ 
ly  tor  divine  worship,  though  satan  and  the  grandees 
of  the  world  are  afraid  of  them.  But  men  are  not  obli¬ 
ged  to  be  slaves,  because  they  are  Christians.  A  free” 
course  of  the  Gospel  inspires  a  prudent  ^eal,  and 
forms  the  'truest  courage;  sueh  men  will  value  .a 
public  interest,  and  believe  im  omnipotent  alliance, 
^is  want  of  faith  and  seriousness  that  men  are  no 
more  brave'.  ’Tis  highly  probable,  when  the  king¬ 
dom  of  the  •  Redeemer  shall  prosper  in  the  woH^ 
God  will  choose  such  to  be  the  instruments  of  his 
providence  as  fear  his  name,  and  love  his  truth. 

“He  may  use  whom  he  pleases  in  his  own  ser¬ 
vice.  He  that  could  make  B.alaam  bleia  Israel,  can 
employ  the  vilest  men  to  save  them;  but  *tis  net 
Ukely  he  wilf  always  do  so.  One  that  profanes  hit 
name,'  is  but  a  wretched  tool  of  bis  glory,  ^or  can 
that  man  who  prostitutes  the  Sabbath  to  his  pleasr 
ure,  and  the  bible  to  his  jest,  go  out  so  well  furnish¬ 
ed  as  other  people; 

“There  is  no  being  sure  of  his  integrity,  who 
will  venture  upon  his  own  damnation.  ’And  espe- 
eially,  as  times  are  coming  on  when  Chriat  will  take 
to  himaelf  hia  great  flower  and  reign^  v?e  may  sup¬ 
pose  God  will  more  fit  his  servants  to  his  work;  and 
that  the  liberties  of  nations  will  be  committed  to 
them,  who  are  qf  clean  handaand  a  pure  hearty  who 
have  net  lift  up  their  eoul  to  vanity f  nor  awom  de- 
edt/klky.  We  may  despair  of  any  greaf  good  ftoat. 
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those,  -whose  acal  is  only  kepit  alive  by  revelling 
henqveting^  and  abomin^Ue  idoimtryi  if  the^  areU 
bove  worship  of  God,  their  political  notions  want 
KvetSB^.  *  They  who  breah  off 'communion,  whp  «e/i- 
e^ate^  tkemaelvetbf  beihg-  senauaiy  having,  not  the  tfiU 
riti  lie  more  open,  tp  the  temptations,  of  an  enemy. 
Such-es  rfo  wicJtedlyiizgainst'  tAr  covenant  a&alt  he 
corruftt  byfiattftryi  but  the  people  that  know  their 

Godf  ahaU  bo  0itong  ’a.nd'do  ex/Uoita-'* 
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9;.  3unggry.^The  distribution  of  some  Gorpi^t^ 
Biblea.in  Austria  find  tiungary^attheexpensp  pfibe 
^§<>ciety,  has  ma^O  jsnown  its  exUtence  in 
§nd  has  produced  most  inte;?e8ting  cdpimunicatioijs 
from  two.  Brjofessors  in  that  city,  by  if  ljilch  it  appears 
thyt  thpre  ajte  upwards  of, a  million  of -Protestants  id 
.  J^Qgary,  and  I)Ut  few  Bibles  anibng  ?  th?^e  whq 
^peajc  the  Sclavonian  and  ^ungarism  dialects)  'ipapy 
fi  %yhQm  .are  mnch  depres^sed  by  poverty.  The  ^bm- 
Saittec  bav.e  promised  ft  donatiph  ’pf  five  budded 
^  PftMlhds,  to  aid  the  printing  and.  circulation  of  the 
and  3diayonian  Scriptures,  If  a  ftpciety 

shall  be  established  in  Hungary  foV tb^'puippse. 

np.  ^rgneer^^bp  Committee',  having  sfm  to 
JF^cg  ftome  BiWea  for  the  %-iti^  pgiltKa^rs  of 
in  l^Rt  ftQUld;ryi  recm^red-a  Igttjer  Written  by  dwec» 
doh  of  ^thd-^^inister  I^ayine,  siting  ^at^iiey 
ftWuld-hft  properly  distributed,  r  * 

.  fAv’Germait  minister,  haying  distributed  muhy 
CQ|H0a  ofttb^.Sceipturef  m  F r«m.Q9,  'vhich  ^ere  grate- 
-fttil*  JC«eeH?ftd»  tl\6  <^wm.iwee\dwepied  Ofte  uious^d 
lbs  ^«>ish  itilde  bg  di<y^uted 
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«.  ^  » 

^dwfy*^  ciLpensij  ^imon‘^  som©*  Protwtant  congre* 
.^tions  in  Frante. 

.  A  merabar  of  the  imperial  Instltiite  having  sig- 
idVed  a  wish  that  copies  of  the  Vecsions  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  pirfiitcd  by  the  Society  might  be  deposited  lit 
that  institutibn^  the  Committee  did  not  hesitate  to 
comply  with  Jt* 

IK  They  have  acceded  to  a  similar 

request  from  the  keeper  of  > the  Imperial  Library^at 
Vienna;  as  well  as  for  copies’ bf  the* Society’s  Re¬ 
ports.  ‘  This  last  request  was  actompanied  by  an  ob¬ 
servation,  thtit  a  multitnclc  of  strangers,  who  dai¬ 
ly  resort  to  the  Imperial  Library,  would  obtriii  a 
knowledge  of  the  institution;  and  perhaps  not  a  few 
would  be  inspired  with  a  desire  to  attempt  soms- 
thiag  similar  in  their  sphere,  and  according  to 
their  power.”  *'  ^ 

The  Ratisbon  Bible  Society  have  printed  and  cifr 
culated  four  editions  of  the  New  Testament,  and  a 
fifth  was  in  the  press.  This  Society  is  supported  by 
Roman  Catholics;  and,  though  produced  by  the  ex¬ 
ample,  is  Independent,  of  this  society. 

12.  Itaiy  and  The  Society’s  Italkin 

Testatnents*are  in  great  both  at  Messina 

and  Malta;  4nd  the  Archimantfrita,  at  the  Jatterplace, 
has^’^arnaly'f'ecbittmeMedth^  perusal  of  the  modc^m 
Greek  Te^ament,  aiid  publickly  applauded the 
zeal  and  ardour  of  the  English  to  circulate  the  Word 
of  the  Lord.”  This  intelligence  is  from  a'  Roman 
Catholic  correspendent  at  "Malta,  bf  great  respetabil- 

who  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  likely  to  result 
from  the  one  thousand  Testaments  which  the  Socie¬ 
ty  has  sent,  no  ordinary  good.” 

The  committee  have  granted  fifty  pounds  for  dis-^ 
tributing  the  Scriptures  to  the  poor  in  Denmark. 

ILASIA. 

1.  Syr/a.— The  Committee  have  forwarded  asup-^ 
ply  of  Arabic  Bibles,  for  the  use  of  the  Episcopal 
churches  in  Aleppo  and  its  vicinity. 

2.  Hindoatin. — The  Christains  dispersed  over 
tfils  vast  country,  including  Ceylon,  are^calculated  at 
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•earl)r  9,  million,  usii^  various  dialects;  few  of  whot6 
possess  the  Scriptures.  Many  of  the  descendants 
of  Chnstains  tiAve  consequently  relapsed  into  idola* 
try;  ami  many  are  Christains  merely  in  name.  The 
Hindoos  and  Mahometans  subject  to/ the  British  au« 
thority  maybe  estimated  at  seventy  millions.  These 
observations  suggest  the  most  forcible  motives  for 
’  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Christains,  aM  for  dis* 
playing  the  records  of  Divine  Truth  to  the  natives 
who  are  ignorant  of  ito  / 

With  this  general  object,  and  especially  with  the 
view  of  supplying  the  demands  of  the  native  Chris* 
•tains  in  India,  an  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  was,  inFts- 
bruary,  1811,  established  in  Calcutta,  with  the  con-, 
currence  of  the  government;  and  with  a  very  gener¬ 
al  approbation  in  ail  parts  of  India.  At  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam,  it  has  met  with  the  most  liberal  support.  It 
has  directed  eight  hundred  copies  of  the  TamuINew 
Testament  to  be  purchased  for  distribution,  as  well 
as  two  thousand  Copies  of  the  Portuguese  Bible,  and 
five  thousand  Portuguese  New  Testaments.  It-has 
contracted  for-  printing  at  Serampore  five  thousand 
New*  Testaments  in  the  Tamul,  the  Cingalese;^  and 
the  Malayalim  dialects  respectively.  -The  Commit¬ 
tee,  anxious  to  encourage  the%  laudable  .exertions, 
have  determined  to  aid  them  by  a  grant  of  Bibles, 
Testaments,  and  printing  paper,  to  the  value  of  one 
ghousand  pounds.. 

(  To  bt  continued.) 


